
“Western fiction at its best.”

“Dorothy Johnson is the best short
story writer of the century.”
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“Western fiction at its best.”
New York Times

“Dorothy Johnson is the best short
story writer of the century.”

Western Writers of America

Dorothy M. Johnson wrote dozens of highly acclaimed western stories
and books in her long career. The stories in this book are her very best.
They were ranked as four of the top five stories of the 20th century by
the Western Writers of America, with “The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance” as number one. That story plus “A Man Called Horse” and
“The Hanging Tree” became major Hollywood films. This is the first
time Johnson’s famous stories have been published together in one book.

“No one has written with more understanding of the mountain men and white
settlers…no one has written with keener perception of the Indians themselves….
The people leap into life, unforgettable…each complete, fully realized, fully
known. To read her stories is to know: This is the way life was lived in frontier 

settlement and in Indian village. This is part of the American heritage.”
Jack Schaefer, author of the great western, Shane.

“The best of these tales…echo Bret Harte or Mark Twain.”
Time Magazine

“The most brilliant woman Western taleteller since Mary Austin.”
New York Journal-American

“Her works are marked by clean prose…and laconic wit.”
A. B. Guthrie, Jr., The Big Sky, The Way West, These Thousand Hills
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