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Elon Musk Reveals His Next Idea as
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The serial entrepreneur has tunnel vision.
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Elon Musk has spent his career building companies with flashy goals such as self-
driving cars, human travel to Mars, environmental preservation and friendly artificial
intelligence. Now, he’s ready to bore.

Tunnels, not people.

On Saturday, Musk took to Twitter to rant about traffic. But he didn’t just passive
aggressively subtweet bad drivers. In his typical fashion, he offered a solution to the
problem.

Related: Elon Musk's Dream Was Put to the Test Today

Elon Musk & o
@elonmusk

Traffic is driving me nuts. Am going to build a tunnel boring
machine and just start digging...

408K 5:05 AM - Dec 17, 2016 e

¢ 15.3K people are talking about this >
Elon Musk & o
@elonmusk

It shall be called "The Boring Company”

O 17.7K 6:15 AM - Dec 17, 2016 a

O 4,710 people are talking about this >

0 Elon Musk & i)

@elonmusk

Boring, it's what we do

QO 16.1K 6:16 AM - Dec 17, 2016 ;]

) 5,036 people are talking about this 7
Elon Musk & @elonmusk - Dec 17, 2016 w

Traffic is driving me nuts. Am going to build a tunnel boring
machine and just start digging...



% Elon Musk &
@elonmusk

| am actually going to do this
207K 8:17 AM - Dec 17, 2016 e

) 7,104 people are talking about this P
The man just loves a good pun, it seems.

Musk has long been a proponent of new technologies for moving people. Earlier this
decade, he began drumming up momentum for the Hyperloop concept -- a mode of
mass transportation that would propel pods through above-ground pneumatic tubes.

But as of this weekend, he’s pondering subterranean solutions.

Related: 5 Things I Learned Obsessing Over Elon Musk During My Internship
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The timing is right. Last week, Musk was among 18 tech executives who met with
President-elect Donald Trump as part of a Strategic and Policy Forum. Musk’s tunnel
vision (pun intended) is in line with Trump’s emphasis on infrastructure. The
president-elect has proposed $1 trillion of government infrastructure investment to
boost the U.S. economy.



While Musk tweeted “I am actually going to do this,” whether he will in fact launch a
new venture called “The Boring Company” is yet to be seen. However, he’s since
revised his Twitter bio, which now reads, “Tesla, SpaceX, Tunnels (yes, tunnels) &
OpenAl”
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1 don't really undarstand the economics of how and where he can dig holes.
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I'm always wondering how the fuck does he gets all that money for all his big projects, [ know there are many
investors but fuck me he hias so many projects in parallel that burn so much cash at this point.
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] Musk akso said via Twitter that the Boring Company has already startad on its DC to NYC route

Wonder what musk meant by this???
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Comments, continued...
(1 dihmee 1585 goints 5 antt sge
For a second [ thought Elon Musk was calling a specific company boring and that since they wera sa boring they'd
offer free rides..
permalink  embed wve fapt reply
<] whead . 444 il § it ags
1 think he ramed |t that as 3 joke almost. Play on words.
[= Gy IRSE_IN_urdnus | Z0% POciE 3 Muniie 850,
m't_&, 'Big .thﬁﬂ.w, "Baring i’.:.nmpany”.and some barges named "Just Read the Instructions” and "OF
Course | Still Love You®
He's definitely not joking areund.
T Aoy 78 o s
The tesla models certainly won't spell out S.3.0.Y,
paeinalink smbed sawe passnl gl reply
1] dukeinypuce 52 poiv § mpnths g9
‘Dun't forget the Semi.
permalink ambed save serent reesit resly
(=1 barthtuknale J1 potris § Moot 20
Or Testa's "Ludicrous speed” Space Balls reference.
permalink  smbed savn parant report oply
141 Eetelterd? 5 tvontivs g 2 it}
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Ludacris speed.
permalink embed asvn parsel repott reply
‘BB fmoire commants 5 repkes)
Inad more crmmendy (4 coplies)
+| TehGopalesToNnthing 15 points § montha ago
And the only reason the Model 3 wasn't 8 Model E was because Ford holds the trademark.
_permalink embed save parent soooit raply
|=] CommunityChead Thippe 6 coinls 5 montts age
Ford has & trademark on the letter £7
That ain't right
pernalink embed save parent tepert reply
Bisiet e sarrmmate (4 repbnn)
Ioati mare commants (7 repbey]
=) Mavitsbonkiy 45 peidis § manth. sgn
It amuses me that naming a rocket after the Millennium Falcon has been so overshadowed that it seems, by now, like
an obvicusly appropriate choice.
pormalink ambed wave  parend okpart ceply
(*] gaymess_in_uranis 45 points 5 moAths ago
‘O, thars wnere falcon comes from?
1 just thought they picked falcon bacause... Well.. It's cool.
penmnlink embed save parent smoart reply
1=1 P Ym Pl Lk T 35 pusinis §snoths sge
1 thought it was cause It was a fajcon big rocket.
BFR- Big Falcan Rocket (big fucking rocket)
permalink ambed save parent oot ragh
i=1 Bryee0 10 - 26 poinkE 5 Imenthi ago
The BFR has barely anything ta do with the falcon rocket at all, so Big Fakcon Rocket is just it's official name while Big
Fucking Rocket i5 100% what he meant.
permabink embed save parent oepor el
=1 MaritMankay L pointe § monthd age .
And.the original mockup capsule was called “magic dragon” &5 in “puff the .,."
These are the things that still make me smile even when I'm having a really bad day. It's like "oh hey, just in case you
fargot < you live in THE FUTURE and it is pretty damn cool” 1}

boadl rare et {4 feslet)
1oad mere communts {12 ropbes)
=] pnaqe 62 ocinis § monthe ago
He's gaing to.send rockets to mars with boring machines that will create underground living quarters
befora he sends the first mars settiers.
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1=} MrPotatoWedges 175 pointa § montns ago
I swore this was an Cnion article about Elon’s new Doring company and (1S gonna sart doing its bonng thing "in the
coming years"
parmalink ambad save ropurt reply
I=2 Freguiuyi) 15 povits 5 monis ago
| Just-love that this Is an actual sentence from a real article, and nat a Simpsons quote
| Pragress on test tunnel continued through 2017, miking money with Badng Company hats and Boring Company=
| branded flamethrowers.
1 can'tfigure gut il Musk is @ real life Hank Scorplo; or Cave Johnson..
purmalink wmbed wrvn parent report eply
boad more commments {1 reply)
=1 gregrgw 14 points & mentns agc
Sweet| | always wanted 1o go to frars!
aenhat?
A tunnel?!
Never mind.
permalink ambad save rewad realy
|=1 Quality,_Rmulishit 101 points & Foothy ags
What if the tunnel is on Mars
pormalink  gmbed save parent repet eaply
[} msmcimillanyusn 123 points 5 mooths sgo.
‘What If the tunnel go to Mars.
permalink ambed sava parent repart reply
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A tunnel through space
purmalink embed save parent repert ey
=1 Swtottewih 71 pomis 5 mem e
Boring Wormhole Company.
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The spice must fow.
perealink wbed aave parent ot feply
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Ever notice how Elon’s les are all about Mars?
= SolarCity to provide electricity
* Boring campany to dig tunnels

* SpaceX to get us there
» Tesla for electric vehicles to drve around when we get there (one's already on the way )

pormalink ambed wave faport reply
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Also Kimball Musk, Elon's brother is doing farming with water and no soil i shipping containers. 1t doesn't really

address grawing plants in space though.
permalink embed save  garent  eport regly
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It kinda dees though, From my understanding ice, and thus water, Is relatively plentiful on Mars at the poles, not

having to bring fiterally tons of dirt to make settlements self sustaining is a huge benefit,
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Maybe, [ am not knowledgeable enough on this subject. | was Just thinking that Mars only having 38% of the grawty
of Eatth or ane of the other factors might impact how plants grow there. I'm not sure If they do though.
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Don't Torget about his global satellite mesh network. That sure would come in handy down on mars Lo keep all of the

early settlers Intarconnectad on those long exploratory trips.
peemdink  wached save parent papart eply
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what if he could make a line of sateflites that would connect mars to earth with a good netwark connection
parmalink embed swve parent regart ceplh
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Speed of light is a bitch though,
permafink embed save parent reoeil reply
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12.5 (4 to 2amin average) lightmins.. well we cant skype.. but other than that
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Streaming's fine. but the ping times.. 5o much for Age of Empires
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Calling it now. tum based making & comeback.
pormafink embed cave pareal repoct reply
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Reverse specd chess where you can't take less than 12 minutes per tam.
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Time for a mars server
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1t's a small delay all things considered.
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it's a standard Skype delay..
permilink smbad save parent repert ruply
el s commmmite (7 iapkes]
=] DeeniPiasd . 58 poirds § mosnkhs ago.
You think you're ping |5 bad now, just wait ‘til it's 3 minutes on Mars.
permalink wmbed save parsdd oeper oty
{=] Lacke_Stop 47 pointz & montha sgo
S'ok, I'm-a Torb one-trick,
parmalink amied save parent regort ey
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Why are you playing a projectile op hugh ping? Get your laggy ass on Mercy so you don't have to aim!
permatink smbed save parent. ruport resly
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[=] Eaathime & poms £ monins age
Lead the target,
:parmalink embed save parant casort reply
Vb srvisrm commrents |§ fepbes
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Not sure |f it's what you meant, but you can't "string a line” of satellites between planets, since those sateliites have
ko be'in arbit around something (the son).
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What do you mean by "line"?
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It took me to this comment to realize why jt's called the Baring company, I'm & fucking idiot
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Oh.
Me too then,
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1 don't know [ find it kind of exciting.
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Earth is the beta test
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What's next for him then, lab grown meat?
pormalink embed smes parent iepori reply
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And the fMlame throwers is for the marsians.
pormalink aembad save parent (apart reply
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| marsians
Asian martians?
parmalink embed save parent report reply
1] Balrier 12 ol 5 monithy Ao
Right, thats how you spell It.
parmalink ambed saws o] cepert oeply
Tand more comments (5 roples]
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Wrong by a long marsian.
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Don't forget he kickstarted Hyperoop rechnology for fast i o in low p
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2on't forget the most imp ¢ candy pany by elon musk
parmatink wmbed save garent report reply
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[=F Labidall 30 painks 3 mostis ago
Well |f we're going to establish @ sotiety in Mars then we're going to need the very same structures and technologies
we need here on earth, don't we?
fpormalink wmied saes parent copor reply
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It would much mare practical and safer to llve underground than in glant Total Recall-esk domes
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Don't mean o shoot you down buat the suffix cught to be "-esque” my man
permalink embad savs pacenl ceper ceply
1] WenchesshndMead 10 points 5§ months 350
Thanks my dude I'll remember that in the future
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1t's -usk when talking abous anything Elon gents.
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load more comments (1 richy)
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All of these projects are awesomo
permalink embed save parent (mport reply
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And flamethrowers for the aliens!
permalink embod save parent jepert realy
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'd prefer we kept them for ourselves.
parmalink embed suve parent repart reply
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The hales are for us 1o live in whaen thare's no more atmosphere here.
pormalink smbed save parant el reply

Tomi mors commans (57 repbes)
[ +] iquietea] 5 months age {22 chidren)
[~} WRGIASVENAER 15U points 4 MonLns 268
That's 3 good thing, If he opens It directly on paid basis then most of the people will hesitate to try it as this tech
being new they will have 2 little fear in thern and feel hesitated (o spand money on.it.
Giving free rides in the beginning will make people appreach |L more easily and getting used ta iL.. Nice strategy and |
hope it goes good,.
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Nice way to test If the hole underground holds up.
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people have digging holes a long time now. | think Elon can handle it
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Unfair madia abvays tryina do people dirty. I think elon musks company is actually very interesting.
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Can you elaborate?
Edit: nvm I'm an idiot
pormalink ambed save  parenl el regply
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I think he's making a joke because it’s calied the "boring” company and he's trying to say that the media is calling his.
company boring
permalink gmbed save parent renan reply
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1 can't befieve I dign't get that. BRB gotta commit seppuky
pormalinh embed  save pargnd oepert oeply
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It's okay at first | didn't get It either. 1 thought for & minute that they were shitting en his company in the article or
something,
permalink embed save parant ragert regly
=1 Communist_jgumme 15 points § menths ago
Nice of yau to bail me out but I've already lost like 3 quarts of blood
parmalink ambad save pardnt cepoert resly
[ . e
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Don't warry we all miss an obvious joke sometimes,
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This waas. a real thing that happened to a bunch of commuters just like me, and It started happening with some
reqularity on the subway system 1 used to take to work every day. The idea of baing stuck on & crowdad train in'a
tunnel with no information asthe air slowly fills with smoke really freaks me out,
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Oxygen Masks.
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Those cars are airtight with gnboard oxygen etc - because the tunnels themselves are under a vacuum.And in vacuum
fast spreading fire 5 also unlikely = no oxygen.
The real problem here is when the engine fails - you are stuck deep under ground in a small car shaped tunnel under
a vacuum, Your exit doors are blocked by the tunnel.You have to wait for some emergency cart 1o drag you out =
assuming you are not jammed ar stuck in there.
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in'no time, But knowing there's 400m of earth above you and the only way out is an open caged elevatar is
claustrophobic as fuck.
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11/5/2018 Elon Musk's Boring Company is boring... For now. — The Naked Founder — Medium

Simone Brunozzi | Follow

Co-founder of Fabrica.city — digital real estate transactions on the Blockchain. San Francisco.
Italian heart.

May 4, 2017 - 5 min read

Elon Musk’s Boring Company is boring...
For now.

Flon Musk. What can vou say about him? The Nikola Tesla of the 21st
Century. Maybe he will succeed, maybe he will fail, but he already lefta
mark and he’ll never be forgotten.

One of his latest crazy (in a good way) initiatives is the Boring
Company, focused on excavating tunnels under cities to reduce street
traffic. The name is a nice pun on the fact that “boring” means
“excavating”, and it has been so fara very “boring” (uninteresting)
topic.

Elon's idea is to rivolutionize the technology being used to excavate, to
justify boring tunnels under a city like LA, and then offer automated

transportation from point A to B for cars.

Here's a short video released just a few days ago:

The Boring Company | Tunnels

Many people have already heavily criticized this initiative, based on
mostly superficial or wrong assumptions.

hitps://medium.com/the-naked-founder/elon-musks-boring-company-is-boring-for-now-1778d38297 1b
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Los Angeles airport (LAX) to downtown LA—17 miles, and usually an hour sitting in traffic

You would need to build several “elevators” to load the car into the
tunnel; then power the tunnel with those nice-looking automated
“pods”, and make the car emerge at the other end through another
elevator.

This “car elevator” needs to be excavated, you need to build an actual
elevator in the shaft, and you need to pay permits to the city. Let’s
assume that you can build one for a million dollars. Let's also assume
that each elevator can carry one car every minute.

Ok, get ready for some back-of-the-napkin calculations.

30 “car elevators” in LAX: $30M

30 “car elevators” in downtown LA: $30M

17 miles of tunneling: $170M

Additional costs (electrified, automated pods; miscellaneous stuff):
$20M

Tortal is $250M. You can transport 30 cars per minute from LAX to
downtown LA. Assuming there’s demand for that volume for 20 hours a
day, it means you can transport a total of 36,000 cars/day on that
single trip alone, or 13 million cars a year. With a “ticket” of just $10,
and assuming that $2 dollars out of each trip are going for operational
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Elon Musk's Boring Company sold $600,000 worth of hats
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BY STAN SCIIROEDER
DEC 10, 2017

Elon Musk is quite the hatter.
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Don't miss out on the biggest news and offers from
Mashable!
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Besides minmng a car company, a space company, a tunnel company and an AT
company, e also managed 1o sell roughly $600.000 worth of hats. and the
demand just keeps on rismg.

SEE ALSO: Elon Musk totally didn't invent Bitcoin, you guys

Musk's Boring Company sold 30,000 hats adomed with the company logo since
they launched in October, Musk tweeted Monday, Just a few weeks ago, Musk
smd the company has sold $300,000 worth of hats, meaning the sales have
roughly doubled since that time,

Elon Musk
@elonmusk
Over 30,000 hats sold!
8:07 PM - Dec 10, 2017
23.8K 2,013 people are talking about this

I you order the $20 Lat right now. you'll likely get 1t in 3-4 weeks. But you mmght
want to lnury, as Musk says the hats will be limited to 50,000 pieces only.

As people scramble 1o buy these bormg hats, Musk 15 certamly having hunself a
good time. Besides making an outrageous amount of boring puns, he also
changed hus Twitter bio to "Hat Salesman," as you can see in the screenshot
below.
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Check that bio.
Musk (jokimn @15 TANSEIREAECERMAAS M Hart selling a branded

flamethrower next. The way hat sales are going. it would probably sell like erazy.
o,
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[-]1 [deleted] 35 points 1 year ago
This post is quite boring.
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This is getting a little old.
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I concur, it is quite a bore.
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Unanswered What's "The Boring Company" and what's up with the Hat Sales?

1 saw Elon Musk's Tweet about getting 300k in the world's most boring hat sales for "The Boring
Company, what is this? Is it a company to raise money for SpaceX or what?

Thanks!
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ADVERTISEMENT
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4 SomniumOv 20 points - 11 months ago
¥ The boring company is a boring company. It bores.

Stuck in Traffic Elon Musk had the idea for tunnels beneath cities, where electric sleds would
transport cars quickly, bypassing traffic.

Unlike you and me, who may fantasize on such ideas in traffic or the shower, when Elon has an
idea like that, he invests time and money in it.

Enters The Boring Company. He bought a multimillion deollar Tunnel Boring machine, called it
Godot, and set a few engineers on it to improve it, digging a test hole in the SpaceX parking

hitps:/iwww.reddit. com/r/OutOTTheLoop/comments/7elmdd/whats_the_boring_company_and_whats_up_with_the/ 1/2
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lot.
There's more things, like an annouced second machine with another nice name, and merch

sales for the lols. You can learn more at /r/boringcompany,
Share Report Save

4 StillAfloat 0 points - 11 months ago
¥ | Stuckin Traffic Elon Musk had the idea for tunnels beneath cities, where electric sleds
would transport cars quickly, bypassing traffic.
How is this any different from a subway but with cars?

Share Report Save

4 SomniumOv 6 points - 11 months ago

¥ Well "a subway but with cars" is something that doesn't exist currently so yeah that's
what it is, and that seems useful.
Share Report Save

4 Cyrius 11 points - 11 months ago

¥ Elon Musk started a company to try to reduce the cost of underground tunnel construction. A
process that involves making holes (boring).
Instead of giving the company a name that is in any way impressive, he decided it would be
funny to call it The Boring Company. The joke being the double meaning of the word 'boring'.

They sell hats that say 'The Boring Company' on them. They're somewhat more popular than
one would expect from such a boring piece of apparel.
Share Report Save
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In Re the Application of’ )
)
Applicant; The Boring Company )
)
Mark: THE BORING COMPANY )
)
Serial No.; 87/514,563 )  Trademark Law Office: 101
)
Class: 37,39 ) Examiner: Barbara Rutland
)
Filed: July 3, 2017 )
)
)
In Re the Application of? )
)
Applicant: The Boring Company )
)
Mark: THE BORING COMPANY )
)
Serial No.: 87/542,474 )  Trademark Law Office: 101
)
Class: 42 )  Examiner: Barbara Rutland
)
Filed: July 25, 2017 )
)
)

DECLARATION OF STEVE DAVIS

1. I am President of Applicant The Boring Company (“Applicant”). 1 have been
employed by Applicant for two years. In my business role, I have personal knowledge of the facts
contained in this declaration in support of Applicant’s Office Action responses for the above-
captioned mark (“Applicant’s Mark™), which are submitted herewith.

2. Applicant’s Mark was selected because it conveys multiple meanings to the public:

(1) certain of Applicant’s services relate to the digging of tunnels (i.e., “boring”); and (2) the



mundane or dull nature of such services. In my experience, companies typically do not want to
refer to themselves as boring or dull, but the humorous incongruity of Applicant’s Mark has
captured the attention and imagination of the public. In my experiences discussing Applicant with
individuals throughout the United States, the consuming public readily comprehends Applicant’s
Mark as a double entendre.

3. Applicant’s transportation services in Class 39 are provided via underground
tunnels, but do not involve or otherwise relate to digging tunnels or boring.

4. Likewise, most of Applicant’s services in Class 42, specifically, “[r]esearch,
development.... and design services in the field of high speed transportation of passengers and
goods in tubes; Testing for new product development of high speed transportation systems of
others to assure the viability of system designs; Product quality testing of high speed transportation
systems of others to assure the viability of system designs; Consulting and advisory services in the
field of [] transportation technology,” do not involve or otherwise relate to digging tunnels or

boring.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and corr;

Executed this 14" day of November, in Hawthorne, Califo

Et/eveﬁ)avis T





