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UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

An After School Satan Club could be coming to your kid's
elementary school

By KATHERINE STEWART
WASHINGTON POST | JUL 31, 2016

Doug Mesner, a.k.a. Lucien Greaves, with the logo for the Satanic Temple's proposed After School Satan Club. (Josh Reynolds / For The Washington Post)

It's a hot summer night, and leaders of the Satanic Temple have gathered in the crimson-walled living room of a Victorian
manse in this city renowned for its witch trials in the 17th century. They're watching a sepia-toned video, in which children
dance around a maypole, a spider crawls across a clown's face and eerie, ambient chanting gives way to a backward, demonic
voice-over. The group chuckles with approval.
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They're here plotting to bring their wisdom to the nation's public elementary school children. They point out that Christian
evangelical groups already have infiltrated the lives of America's children through after-school religious programming in public
schools, and they appear determined to give young students a choice: Jesus or Satan.

ADVERTISEMENT

"It's critical that children understand that there are multiple perspectives on all issues, and that they have a choice in how they
think," said Doug Mesner, the Satanic Temple's co-founder.

On Monday, the group plans to introduce its After School Satan Club to public elementary schools, including one in Prince
George's County, petitioning school officials to allow them to open immediately as the academic year starts. Chapter heads from
New York, Boston, Utah and Arizona were in Salem on July 10 talking strategy, with others from Minneapolis, Detroit, San
Jose, New Orleans, Pittsburgh and Florida participating online. The promotional video, which feels like a mash-up of a horror
movie trailer and a "Saturday Night Live" sketch, will serve to promote the new club along with its website -
Afterschoolsatan.com.

The Satanic Temple - which has been offering tongue-in-cheek support for the fallen angel in public arenas that have embraced
prayer and parochial ceremonies - is bringing its fight over constitutional separation of church and state to the nation's schools.
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But the group's plan for public schoolchildren isn't actually about promoting worship of the devil. The Satanic Temple doesn't
espouse a belief in the existence of a supernatural being that other religions identify solemnly as Satan, or Lucifer, or
Beelzebub. The Temple rejects all forms of supernaturalism and is committed to the view that scientific rationality provides the
best measure of reality.

According to Mesner, who goes by the professional name of Lucien Greaves, "Satan" is just a "metaphorical construct" intended
to represent the rejection of all forms of tyranny over the human mind.

The curriculum for the proposed after-school clubs emphasizes the development of reasoning and social skills. The group says
meetings will include a healthful snack, literature lesson, creative learning activities, a science lesson, puzzle solving and an art
project. Every child will receive a membership card and must have a signed parental permission slip to attend.

"We think it's important for kids to be able to see multiple points of view, to reason things through, to have empathy and
feelings of benevolence for their fellow human beings," said the Satanic Temple's Utah chapter head, who goes by the name
Chalice Blythe.

The emphasis on multiple perspectives is a hint pointing to the Temple's true foe. The group at first intends to roll out the clubs
in a limited number of schools in districts that also host an evangelical Christian after-school program known as the Good News
Club.

Good News Clubs, which are sponsored by an organization founded in 1937 called the Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF), aim
to reach children as young as 5 with a fundamentalist form of evangelical Christianity. For most of their history, Good News
Clubs were largely excluded from public schools out of concern that their presence would violate the Constitution.

Promote health. Save lives. Serve the vulnerable. Visit who.int

ADVERTISEMENT

https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1297696.3675797TEADS.COM/B24079047.272003249;dc_trk_aid=466771834;dc_trk_cid=131592044;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=


6/2/2020 An After School Satan Club could be coming to your kid's elementary school - Chicago Tribune

https://www.chicagotribune.com/ct-satan-club-20160731-story.html 4/8

In 2001, in a case that commanded the resources of powerful legal advocacy groups on the religious right, including the Alliance
Defending Freedom and the Liberty Counsel, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that to exclude an after-school program on account
of the religious views of its sponsors amounted to a violation of free-speech rights. The CEF then went on a tear, and by 2011, it
reported 3,560 Good News Clubs, putting them in more than 5 percent of the nation's public elementary schools.

The Satanic Temple makes no secret of its desire to use that same approach.

"We would like to thank the Liberty Counsel specifically for opening the doors to the After School Satan Clubs through their
dedication to religious liberty," Greaves explained to the gathering of chapter heads in Salem. "So, 'the Satanic Temple
leverages religious freedom laws that put after-school clubs in elementary schools nationwide.' That's going to be the message."

The Liberty Counsel agrees that the Satanic Temple has a right to organize its clubs in public schools and takes the view that
they can't be banned so long as they're not disruptive or engaging in rituals that put people at risk.

"I would definitely oppose after-school Satanic clubs, but they have a First Amendment right to meet," said Mat Staver, Liberty
Counsel's founder and chairman. "I suspect, in this particular case, I can't imagine there's going to be a lot of students
participating in this. It's probably dust they're kicking up and is likely to fade away in the near future for lack of interest."
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The Satanic Temple is eager to compete directly with the Good News Clubs and doesn't hide its belief that its own after-school
product is on the right side.

"While the Good News Clubs focus on indoctrination, instilling children with a fear of hell and God's wrath, After School Satan
Clubs will focus on free inquiry and rationalism," Greaves said. "We prefer to give children an appreciation of the natural
wonders surrounding them, not a fear of an everlasting other-worldly horror."

Good News Club leaders have defended their organization's presence in public schools. According to the Good News Club's
website, "each club includes a clear presentation of the Gospel and an opportunity for children to trust the Lord Jesus as Savior.
Every club also includes strong discipleship training to build character and strengthen moral and spiritual growth."

Amy Jensen, a professional educator in Tucson who has a master's degree in curriculum, instruction and teaching from the
University of Denver, says she has decided to lead an After School Satan Club after comparing its curriculum materials with
those of the Good News Club. Jensen noted that the Satanic Temple's materials say the group encourages benevolence and
empathy among all people, and advocates practical common sense.

"As a teacher, if I were deciding whether to teach that or the fear and hatred of other people's beliefs, which is what Good News
Clubs teach, I would choose what the Satanic Temple has available," she said.

Like all ASSC teachers, Jensen is a volunteer. To cover After School Satan Club costs, including facility use fees and curriculum
materials, the Satanic Temple is launching a crowdfunding campaign - which is how it covers many of its initiatives.

ADVERTISEMENT

The blend of political activism, religious critique and performance art that characterizes the After School Satan Club proposal is
not a new approach for the Satanic Temple. It is just the most recent in a series of efforts that have made the Temple famous
and notorious.

In 2014, after the Supreme Court ruled that the regular recitation of prayers before town meetings did not violate the First
Amendment, provided that towns do not discriminate among religions, the Temple decided to test just how much religious
liberty towns allowed. They volunteered to perform a Satanic benediction in an Arizona town where the board had regularly
opened with a Christian prayer. In that case, the town preferred to abolish the practice of opening prayers.

In this and other instances - such as when the Satanic Temple proposed the installation of a statue of Baphomet in Oklahoma in
response to a stone monument emblazoned with the Ten Commandments - the thrust of the Temple's activism has been to
prevent religious groups from claiming the mantle of implicit state endorsement.

The group's activism has much in common with a movement started a decade ago, when Bobby Henderson of the Church of the
Flying Spaghetti Monster penned an open letter to the Kansas School Board in 2005, citing fears that the introduction of
teaching religious Intelligent Design alongside the theory of evolution would inculcate public school students with Christian
thought. Henderson argued that believing that there is a benevolent deity made of spaghetti and meatballs is just as legitimate
as believing in God. Believers in the Flying Spaghetti Monster took on the name "Pastafarians."
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Like the Satanic Temple, the Pastafarians insist that theirs is a genuine religion. According to Henderson, who published The
Gospel of the Flying Spaghetti Monster in 2006, it's inaccurate to say that his church is "purely a thought experiment or satire."

"The Church of FSM is legit, and backed by hard science. Anything that comes across as humor or satire is purely coincidental,"
Henderson says on his website. "Let me make this clear: we are not anti-religion, we are anticrazy nonsense done in the name
of religion. There is a difference."

Greaves likewise insists that the Satanic Temple is much more than satire: "We've moved well beyond being a simple political
ploy and into being a very sincere movement that seeks to separate religion from superstition," he said.

The Satanic Temple expects to face opposition to its after-school proposal. When the group sought to erect the Baphomet
monument, the Oklahoma governor's office dismissed the proposal as "absurd," and right-wing activists joined the attack.

Given the fight ahead and the long odds of pushing Christianity out of public schools, an important question about the After
School Satan Clubs is: Does the Satanic Temple really want religion - even its own - in public schools?

Greaves is blunt: "We are only doing this because Good News Clubs have created a need for this. If Good News Clubs would
operate in churches rather than public schools, that need would disappear. But our point is that if you let one religion into the
public schools you have to let others, otherwise it's an establishment of religion."

In the 2001 Supreme Court ruling, Justice David Souter penned a scathing dissent. He suggested that the decision would bring
about a world in which "any public school opened for civic meetings must be opened for use as a church, synagogue, or
mosque."

The Satanic Temple probably wasn't front and center in his thinking. Yet it appears determined to prove him correct.

- - -

Stewart is a Boston-based journalist. She is the author of "The Good News Club," an investigative book about public
education and religious fundamentalism in America. Follow her on Twitter: @kathsstewart

Topics: University of Denver

BRAVE NEW LOOK | SPONSORED

There Is a Reason Why Residents of Las Vegas Are Wearing This Mask

FORGE OF EMPIRES | SPONSORED

SMARTASSET | SPONSORED

If You Like to Play, this Strategy Game is a Must-Have. No Install.

Startup Knocking Retirement Industry on Its Head

The Subway Ordering Secret You Need to Know

WIKIBUY | SPONSORED
Masketi® Face Mask For Excellent Breathability & Comfort

MASKETI® | SPONSORED

https://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/university-of-denver-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article-inbody
https://www.bravenewlook.com/products/protective-non-medical-face-mask-with-filter?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=mask-funnel-prospecting&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACCv7E4
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-05:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%201:
https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/us/?ref=tab_us_us_videonew&&external_param=2887627754&pid=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&bid=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F34ae3d8438b9f0684092dd84dd25fdb9.jpeg&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACDJqD8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%202:
https://article.smartasset.com/smartasset-28-million-v2/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=tab__falc_content_disrupt&utm_term=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_content=2899194404
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%202:
https://wikibuy.com/blog/if-you-ever-order-food-delivery-youre-going-to-love-this-discount-hack-5e54e8c0ab4c?hno=true&utm_source=jaguar11&utm_campaign=2604869&utm_term=263771587&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACDR3kA
https://masketi.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACDQ5Uk
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-07:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-07:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%203:


6/2/2020 An After School Satan Club could be coming to your kid's elementary school - Chicago Tribune

https://www.chicagotribune.com/ct-satan-club-20160731-story.html 7/8

CONNECT

TRIBUNE PUBLISHING

New York Daily News

Orlando Sentinel

The Morning Call of Pa.

Daily Press of Va.

The Baltimore Sun

Sun Sentinel of Fla.

Hartford Courant

The Virginian-Pilot

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Column: Let’s face it. We’re a little afraid of Mayor Lori Lightfoot.

By DAHLEEN GLANTON
John Cusack tweets video of Chicago protests and police coming ‘at me with batons’

By NINA METZ

NY DAILY NEWS

Who’s the biggest COVIDIOT of them all — you be the judge

WIKIBUY | SPONSORED

HERO WARS | SPONSORED

Before you renew Amazon Prime, read this

Getting this Treasure is impossible! Prove us wrong!

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Column: Gov. J.B. Pritzker closes schools to be safe, but doesn’t dare touch the election

By JOHN KASS
Expansive 81-acre Michigan estate of former WLS-Ch. 7 anchor Diann Burns sells for $1.8 million

By BOB GOLDSBOROUGH

You May Like by TaboolaSponsored Links

Dr. Marty Nature's Feast

Easy Breathe CPAP Company: ResMed’s AirSense 10 Auto CPAP

BridesBlush

Throne Kingdom at War

If Your Cat Is Over 10 Years Old, This One Thing Could Be Shortening Their Life

Skip the Doctor and Upgrade to the World's Smartest CPAP

Dad Takes Photo Of Kid With Matthew Broderick, Failing To Notice Who's In The Background

If You're Over 40 and Own a PC This Game is a Must

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.nydailynews.com/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/
https://www.mcall.com/
https://www.dailypress.com/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/
https://www.courant.com/
https://www.pilotonline.com/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/dahleen-glanton/ct-dahleen-glanton-coronavirus-chicago-mayor-lightfoot-tough-20200401-pbem342ewvb6roo4fcx3b46lpu-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/movies/ct-ent-john-cusack-police-brutality-protests-0531-20200531-rhepjhkxtng25m6h6qns2ltfde-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://www.nydailynews.com/coronavirus/ny-coronavirus-covidiot-pandemic-flu-influencer-20200331-5rfux5nmrjbzvehumhibsl5mme-story.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=exchange&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACCP3z8
https://wikibuy.com/blog/is-amazon-actually-giving-you-the-best-price-779e00e8958e?hno=true&utm_source=jaguar11&utm_campaign=2330004&utm_term=233956198&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACDR3kA
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%206:
https://hero-wars.com/?hl=en&l=loot&l=loot&m=registration&nx_source=adx_taboola.hw_wb_u5_-.cc-us.au-mix.cr-loot29.lp-loot.dt-taboola.cid-4178226.agid-2896776861.pt-tribunedigital-chicagotribune.csd-290420.-&tblci=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACDlwUc
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%206:
https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/john-kass/ct-coronavirus-illinois-pritzker-kass-20200314-sepetz5am5azdm2jq3eqlzpgna-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://www.chicagotribune.com/real-estate/elite-street/ct-re-elite-street-diann-burns-farm-20200121-sjww4cte2bbonbs7zp5cgpxdgm-story.html?outputType=amp&usqp=mq331AQCKAE=&amp_js_v=0.1#nt=taboola-feed
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-rr2:taboola-right-rail-thumbnails_arc:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-rr2:taboola-right-rail-thumbnails_arc:
https://drmartypets.com/cmd.php?ad=961182&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://blog.easybreathe.com/free-cpap-prescription-package-with-airsense/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=AirSenseCPAPRx_Desktop-Smart&utm_content=tribunedigital-chicagotribune_TB_AirSenseCPAPRx_Desktop-Smart&utm_keyword=tribunedigital-chicagotribune_TB_AirSenseCPAPRx_Desktop-Smart
http://70ckkfdk.bridesblush.com/trends/matthew-broderick-photo-background-tb/?utm_campaign=SB%20Seinfeld%20Photo%20Story%20Amyv1%20En%20-%20Desktop%20USA&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=tribunedigital-chicagotribune&utm_term=Dad+Takes+Photo+Of+Kid+With+Matthew+Broderick%2C+Failing+To+Notice+Who%27s+In+The+Background&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fdjdy6whc2vqt5.cloudfront.net%2F0b0f906b-cf16-47a8-8415-839afbee07d2.jpg
http://click.clktraker.com/aff_ad?campaign_id=7273&aff_id=9364&hostNameId=2951&utm_source=cpc&aff_sub=2898253394&aff_sub2=1008941&aff_sub3=If+You%27re+Over+40+and+Own+a+PC+This+Game+is+a+Must&aff_sub4=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fe2168a904586d070963dee9bea538580.jpg&aff_sub5=GiA4DPcyn0OCenUklJYb0N4dWn4YnzzoXnWizHsoybaJACDoqEc&source=tribunedigital-chicagotribune


6/2/2020 An After School Satan Club could be coming to your kid's elementary school - Chicago Tribune

https://www.chicagotribune.com/ct-satan-club-20160731-story.html 8/8

The Daily Meal BestReviews

COMPANY INFO

Careers

Privacy Policy

Do Not Sell My Info

Contact us

Local print ads

TAG disclosure

Media kit

About us

Terms of Service

Archives

Coupons

Manage Web Notifications

FAQ

Copyright © 2020, Chicago Tribune

https://www.thedailymeal.com/
https://bestreviews.com/
https://careers.tribpub.com/
https://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy/#notice_opt_out
https://www.chicagotribune.com/about/ct-chicago-tribune-contact-information-20200131-3euruj6fk5fkjohk4zhivpappu-story.html#nt=footer
https://mylocal.chicagotribune.com/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/about/tp-tag-disclosure-20190516-story.html#nt=footer
https://www.chicagotribunemediagroup.com/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/about/#nt=footer
https://www.tribpub.com/central-terms-of-service/
https://chicagotribune.newspapers.com/?xid=2301&utm_campaign=evergreen&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=navigation&utm_content=&utm_term=Chicago%20Tribune
https://coupons.chicagotribune.com/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/about/web-notifications/#nt=footer
https://membership.chicagotribune.com/faq/

