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Antibodies, Ice-Buckets and Molly the Sheep - the
Story behind Abcam

The idea for Abcam came early in 1598 out of a laboratory in the University of Cambridge, UK. The principal
founder Jonathan Milner was working os a Post-Doctoral researcher studying the newly discovered breast
cancer profein BRCAZ in Professor Tany Kouzarides' lnboratory. The project slowed becouse of problams
finding quality anfibody reagents that had honast and up to date information about their uses and imitafions.
It was frustrating. il was then that Jonathan and a number of ofher people in the laboratory, came up with the
idea for o web-based anfibody company of ike-minded sciantists. Tory invented the name which is a hybrid
of antibedy (ab) and Cambridge [cam). The idea was that Abcam would sell the best antibodies in the world
with the most comprehansiva, honest and up-to-dote daolasheats, fast delivery and helpiul customer service &
technical suppart. It was a tough visloni

Alucky break came when Jonathon meat and discussad the idea with Dr David
Cleevely (o Cambridge telecoms entrepreneur) who was smart [or somea said crazvi]
anaugh to join him in the venture. So in the summer of 1998, Jonathan left the world of
academia to work full-fime on Abcam, which he describes as the scariest thing he has
evar dona. Initially Abcam had a small amount of maney fram David, family, friends
and Jonathan (after re-mortgaging his house: he has o very understanding wifel), but
they realized that they needad a big injection of capital to build o website o

accomplish the vision and increase production of Abcam's own anfibodies, A business plan was written and
the Directors went out confidenily to raise money from veniure copitalists, However, the next couple of years
ware really tough as Abcom shuggled fo convinee the VCs that a viable business could be buil fram such an
idealistic vision.

Things wera looking really blaak and Abcam needad to get some sales quickly, so Jonathan fook anice-
buckat full of populor antibodies around the University of Combridge loborolories in arder fo gel fiends and
colleagues to buy them, which they did (fhanks guysl). Hence the legand of Abcam’s humble baginnings from
anice-bucket was borml

QOur first notable successes amived in the eary part of the new millenium: Chrematin antibodies, loading
conlral antibodias and GFP anlibodies. Than wa had twa further lucky breaks. First, soma local business angals
|people from the Combridge business community who with to help technology businewses get started) were
convinced o invest and second, some like-minded scientists ond talented individuals were recruited (who
form the basis of Abcam’s managemeant team today] and this succeeded in bootstrapping the company
through those ditficult fimes. Of course there waos also fremendous determingtion fo prove that those venture
capitalists were wrang and thal a successivl profitable company, that would also make o valuable
confribution fo life science researchers, could be bullt on such a business plan,

A lot of researchers ask where we got fhe idaa for Molly fhe sheep. it was simply because Dolly fhe sheap wos
making heodiine news at the fime, so we created the body out of a molecular space fill modesl and gave her
antibody lags, and thus the molecular Dolly bacama Abcam's Mally.

If you are ane of the many scientists that now buy from Abcam and use the wabsite, we would like to know
what you think: Are we polite and friendly? Do our producits work s you would expect? Wos the website
useful? How could we do betler? You can contact us with your comments and we look forward to hearing
from you.
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