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Vehicle-Launched HELLFIRE II
Vehicle-Mounted HELLFIRE  
    The vehicle-mounted version uses the
standard two-rail M-310 HELLFIRE
launcher, except that the launcher and
missiles are mounted on and fired from a
pedestal attached to the vehicle.  The
other components (launch control box,
electro-optical targeting system,
HELLFIRE control box, cables) are
identical to those that comprise the tripod-mounted system.  The high-mobility 
multipurpose wheeled vehicle (HMMWV), with modification, is able to carry up 
to six HELLFIRE II missiles.  Other vehicles are capable of similar modification.  
The vehicle-mounted variant is very mobile and can be placed in operation 
faster than the tripod variant.  The launch and HELLFIRE control boxes and 
electro-optical targeting system are transported in the same vehicle and are 
removed for firing.  Power is supplied by the vehicle’s 12-volt battery and the 
self-contained batteries in the launch and HELLFIRE control boxes and electro-
optical targeting system.  The cables permit the launch and HELLFIRE control 
boxes to be displaced 20-30 meters from the vehicle, enabling safe launch 
operations.  The vehicle-mounted variant has been successfully fired from the 
HMMWV and is readily adaptable to similar vehicles.  The principal advantage 
of the vehicle option over the tripod option is speed: speed to employ and 
speed to displace, increasing crew survivability and efficiency.

Littoral HELLFIRE  
    The littoral variant is comprised of:
     1. Boat (various options)
     2. Launcher (launch rails and fire
         control unit) 
     3. Stabilized or unstabilized launch
         platform
     4. Electro-optical targeting system
         with laser rangefinder/designator
     5. Launch control with moving map
     6. Mission computer 
     7. Electro-optical display      
    While the components that comprise the system are qualified, the littoral
HELLFIRE system is not yet qualified.  However, in mid-2004 the Norwegian 
Navy, in conjunction with Norwegian and US industry, accomplished a very 
successful trial — firing 12 HELLFIRE missiles in Sea State III at targets on 
land and sea designated autonomously and remotely. 

Ship-Launched HELLFIRE II
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