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jel·ly | \ ˈje-lē \
plural jellies

Definition of jelly

 (Entry 1 of 3)

1 : a soft somewhat elastic food product made usually with gelatin or pectin especially : a fruit product made by boiling sugar and the juice of fruit
2 : a substance resembling jelly in consistency
3 : jellyfish
4 : a state of fear or irresolution
5 : a shapeless structureless mass : pulp

jelly

verb
jellied; jellying

Definition of jelly (Entry 2 of 3)

intransitive verb

1 : jell
2 : to make jelly

transitive verb

: to bring to the consistency of jelly

jelly

adjective

Definition of jelly (Entry 3 of 3)

slang
: jealous "I'm jelly," declared Jon Osborne of Pardi's white, sparkly jacket, complete with flowers …— Taylor Weatherby

 Other Words from jelly  Synonyms  Example Sentences  Learn More about jelly
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Other Words from jelly

Noun

jellylike \ ˈjē-lē-ˌlīk \ adjective

Synonyms for jelly
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Synonyms: Verb

clot,
coagulate,
congeal,
gel,
gelate,
gelatinize,
jell,
set

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Examples of jelly in a Sentence

Noun a selection of different jellies and jams He spread some jelly on his toast.

See More
Recent Examples on the Web: Noun Yet all that fresh air and exercise can spark an appetite much bigger than energy bars and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. — Popular Science, "Lightweight camping stoves to help you make
a woodland feast," 9 Apr. 2020 Find fresh recipes this week for blueberry muffins with the correct berry-to-batter ratio, steamed mantou buns, chicken piccata and peanut butter and jelly sandwich cookies. — Los Angeles Times, "A
critic’s favorite hack for a quick meal at home," 4 Apr. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the word 'jelly.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send
us feedback.

See More

First Known Use of jelly

Noun

14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Verb

1590, in the meaning defined at intransitive sense 1

Adjective

1931, in the meaning defined above

History and Etymology for jelly

Noun

Middle English gelly, from Anglo-French gelee, from feminine of gelé, past participle of geler to freeze, congeal, from Latin gelare — more at cold

Adjective

jeal(ous) + -y entry 1

Keep scrolling for more

Learn More about jelly

Share jelly

Post the Definition of jelly to Facebook Share the Definition of jelly on Twitter

Time Traveler for jelly

The first known use of jelly was in the 14th century

See more words from the same century

From the Editors at Merriam-Webster

13 Breakfast Foods That Are Also Verbs

13 Breakfast Foods That Are Also Verbs

Verbs you'll find on the brunch menu

Words We're Watching: 'Jelly' (The...

Words We're Watching: 'Jelly' (The Adjective)

When you wish you were there.

Dictionary Entries near jelly

jellify

Jell-O

jelloped

jelly

jelly baby

jelly bag

jellyball

See More Nearby Entries 
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Phrases Related to jelly

jelly baby

Statistics for jelly

Last Updated

23 May 2020

Look-up Popularity

Bottom 40% of words

Cite this Entry

“Jelly.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/jelly. Accessed 11 Jun. 2020.
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More Definitions for jelly

jelly

noun

English Language Learners Definition of jelly

: a sweet and soft food made by boiling sugar and fruit juice until it is thick
British : a fruit-flavored dessert made with gelatin
old-fashioned : a food made from meat juices and gelatin

See the full definition for jelly in the English Language Learners Dictionary

jelly

noun

jel·ly | \ ˈje-lē \
plural jellies

Kids Definition of jelly

: a soft springy food made from fruit juice boiled with sugar, from meat juices, or from gelatin

Other Words from jelly

jellylike \ -ˌlīk \ adjective

jelly

noun

jel·ly | \ ˈjel-ē \
plural jellies

Medical Definition of jelly

1 : a soft somewhat elastic food product made usually with gelatin or pectin especially : a fruit product made by boiling sugar and the juice of fruit
2 : a substance resembling jelly in consistency: as
a : a transparent elastic gel
b : a semisolid medicated or cosmetic preparation often having a gum base and usually intended for local application ephedrine jelly
c : a jellylike preparation used in electrocardiography to obtain better conduction of electricity electrode jelly

Keep scrolling for more

More from Merriam-Webster on jelly

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for jelly

Rhyming Dictionary: Words that rhyme with jelly

Spanish Central: Translation of jelly

Nglish: Translation of jelly for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of jelly for Arabic Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about jelly

Style: MLA
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Jelly - definition of jelly by The Free Dictionary
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/jelly

jelly
Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Acronyms, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia.

jel·ly (jĕl′ē)

n. pl. jel·lies

1. A soft, semisolid food substance with a resilient consistency, made by the setting of a liquid containing pectin or

gelatin or by the addition of gelatin to a liquid, especially such a substance made of fruit juice containing pectin boiled

with sugar.

2. Something, such as a petroleum ointment, having the consistency of a soft, semisolid food substance.

3. A shapeless, pulpy mass: The hero's laser zapped the monster, turning it to jelly.

4. Something, such as a body part, that has suddenly become limp or enervated: Her knees turned to jelly when she

learned she won first prize.

5. A jellyfish.

6. A jelly sandal.

v. jel·lied, jel·ly·ing, jel·lies

v.tr.

To cause to have the consistency of jelly.

v.intr.

To acquire the consistency of jelly: The consommé jellied in the refrigerator.

[Middle English gelee, from Old French, from Vulgar Latin *gelāta, from Latin, feminine past participle of gelāre, to

freeze; see gel- in Indo-European roots.]

American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.

Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

jelly  (ˈdʒɛlɪ)

n, pl -lies

1. (Cookery) a fruit-flavoured clear dessert set with gelatine. US and Canadian trademark: Jell-o

2. (Cookery) a preserve made from the juice of fruit boiled with sugar and used as jam

3. (Cookery) a savoury food preparation set with gelatine or with a strong gelatinous stock and having a soft elastic

consistency: calf's-foot jelly.

4. (Cookery) anything having the consistency of jelly

5. informal a coloured gelatine filter that can be fitted in front of a stage or studio light

vb, -lies, -lying or -lied

to jellify

[C14: from Old French gelee frost, jelly, from geler to set hard, from Latin gelāre, from gelu frost]

ˈjelly-ˌlike adj
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jelly  (ˈdʒɛlɪ)

n

(Elements & Compounds) Brit a slang name for gelignite

Collins English Dictionary – Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007,

2009, 2011, 2014

jel•ly (ˈdʒɛl i)

n., pl. -lies, n.

1. a sweet spread of fruit juice boiled with sugar and sometimes pectin, then cooled to a soft, sticky consistency.

2. any substance having such consistency.

3. Usu., jellies. a pair of transparent plastic sandals or shoes.

v.t.

4. to make into jelly; bring to the consistency of jelly.

5. to spread with jelly, syrup, or the like.

v.i.

6. to come to the consistency of jelly.

[1350–1400; Middle English gely < Old French gelee frozen jelly < Vulgar Latin and Medieval Latin gelāta, derivative of

gelāre to freeze, congeal; compare gelatin]

Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, © 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All

rights reserved.

marmalade  – jam – jelly

1. 'marmalade'

Marmalade is a sweet food made from oranges, lemons, limes, or grapefruit. In Britain, people spread it on bread or

toast and eat it as part of their breakfast.

I love toast with orange marmalade.

2. 'jam' and 'jelly'

In English marmalade refers only to a food made from oranges, lemons, limes, or grapefruit. Don't use it to refer to

a similar food made from other fruits, for example blackberries, strawberries, or apricots. A food like this is called

jam in British English, and jam or jelly in American English.

I bought a jar of raspberry jam.

She made us jelly sandwiches.

Collins COBUILD English Usage © HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 2004, 2011, 2012

jelly
Past participle: jellied

Gerund: jellying
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Thesaurus ≠ Antonyms↔ Related Words≡ SynonymsLegend:

Imperative

jelly

jelly

Collins English Verb Tables © HarperCollins Publishers 2011

Switch to new thesaurus

Noun 1. jelly - an edible jelly (sweet or pungent) made with gelatin and used as a dessert or salad base or a coating for

foods

≡ gelatin

↔ dainty, goody, kickshaw, treat, delicacy - something considered choice to eat

↔ calf's-foot jelly - a savory jelly made with gelatin obtained by boiling calves' feet

↔ gelatin dessert - jellied dessert made with gelatin and fruit juice or water

↔ aspic - savory jelly based on fish or meat stock used as a mold for meats or vegetables

2. jelly - a preserve made of the jelled juice of fruit

↔ conserve, conserves, preserves, preserve - fruit preserved by cooking with sugar

↔ apple jelly - jelly made from apple juice

↔ grape jelly - jelly made from grape juice

3. jelly - any substance having the consistency of jelly or gelatin

↔ substance - a particular kind or species of matter with uniform properties; "shigella is one of the most toxic

substances known to man"

↔mineral jelly, petrolatum, petroleum jelly - a semisolid mixture of hydrocarbons obtained from petroleum;

used in medicinal ointments and for lubrication

Verb 1. jelly - make into jelly; "jellify a liquid"

≡ jellify

↔ change integrity - change in physical make-up

Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. © 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.

jelly verb

To change or be changed from a liquid into a soft, semisolid, or solid mass:

≡ clot, coagulate, congeal, curdle, gelatinize, jell, set.

The American Heritage® Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright © 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton
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Translations Spanish / Español ▼Select a language:

Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

mermelada jalea confitura gelatina

jelly 1 [ˈdʒelɪ]

A. N

1. (Brit) (= dessert) → jalea f, gelatina f

my legs turned to jelly → me temblaban las piernas

2. (US) (= jam) → mermelada f

3. (= substance) → gelatina f

B. CPD jelly baby N → caramelo m de goma (en forma de niño)

Collins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 © HarperCollins Publishers

1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005

jelly  (ˈdʒeli) – plural ˈjellies – noun

1. the juice of fruit boiled with sugar until it is firm, used like jam, or served with meat. jalea

2. a transparent, smooth food, usually fruit-flavoured. I've made raspberry jelly for the party.gelatina

3. any jelly-like substance. Frogs' eggs are enclosed in a kind of jelly.jalea

4. (American) same as jam1.

ˈjellyfish – plurals ˈjellyfish, ~ˈjellyfishes – noun

a kind of sea animal with a jelly-like body. The child was stung by a jellyfish.medusa

Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary © 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd.

jelly  → confitura , gelatina , mermelada

Multilingual Translator © HarperCollins Publishers 2009

jel·ly
n. jalea, sustancia gelatinosa;

contraceptive ___ → ___ anticonceptiva;

petroleum ___ → vaselina.

English-Spanish Medical Dictionary © Farlex 2012
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ˈ

يلِيجِ

果子冻

ž

ž

ζελέ

ゼリー

젤리

желе

เยลลี�

желе
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