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houn

a machine that resembles a human and does mechanical, routine tasks on
command.

a person who acts and responds in a mechanical, routine manner, usually subject
to another's will; automaton.

any machine or mechanical device that operates automatically with humanlike
skill.

adjective

operating automatically:
a robot train operating between airline terminals.

WORDS RELATED TO ROBOT

cyborg, automation

WORDS NEARBY ROBOT

robocall, robocar. robocap, roborant. robosign, robot, robot bomb, robot dancing. robot pilot,
robotic, roboticist

ORIGIN OF ROBOT

= Czech, coined by Karel Capek in the play R.U.R. (1920) from the base robot-, as in robota
compulsory labor, robotnik peasant owing such labor
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OTHER WORDS FROM ROBOT

ro-bot-ism, noun
ro-bot-ic, ro-bot-is-tic % [roh-buh-tis-tik, -bo-] , adjective
ro-bot-like, adjective

EXAMPLES FROM THE WEB FOR ROBOT

The other culprit, of course, is the one misanthropic jerk who reported “several hundred” names to the
Facebook robot.

The goal of the present research is to help create the programming for a robot that is "a sociable
partner.”

JIBO is a robot for the whole family, currently crowdfunding for development.

| ask this because this week, a robot named Hitchbot is setting off on a potentially perilous journey.
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ROBOT

r0b0t / (‘reubt) /

houn

any automated machine programmed to perform specific mechanical functions in
the manner of a man

(madifier) not controlled by man; automatic: a robot pilot
a person who works or behaves like a machine; automaton

Southern African a set of traffic lights
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DERIVED FORMS OF ROEBOT

robotic, adjective
robotism or robotry, noun
robot-like, adjective

WORD ORIGIN FOR ROBOT

C20: (used in R.U.R., a play by Karel Capek) from Czech robota work; related to Old Slavonic
rabota servitude, German Arbeif work

robot ows

A mechanical device that sometimes resembles a human and is capable of
performing a variety of often complex human tasks on command or by being
programmed in advance.

A machine or device that operates automatically or by remote control.

A person who works mechanically without original thought, especially one who
responds automatically to the commands of others.
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Definition of robot

1 za machine that resembles a living creature in being
capable of moving independently (as by walking or rolling
on wheels) and performing complex actions (such as
grasping and moving objects)

//When the next space launch heads for Mars, on board
will be dozens of tiny mobile robots that will fan out
across the Martian landscape, exploring every nook and
cranny.

— Michael Bowker

often : such a machine built to resemble a human being
or animal in appearance and behavior

// While science fiction robots have been capable of
independent thought, emotions, even a little cooking and
sewing, scientists are finding that endowing a mechanical
being with even the most basic human functions is a
monumental challenge.

— Greg Freiherr

/1 As a sign of the times, paleontologists themselves have
taken to ... designing dinosaur robots and displays ...
— Malcolm W. Browne

—often used before another noun
// a robot dog

/1 a robot servant
— compare ANDROID, BOT entry 3

2 a (:adevice that automatically performs complicated,
often repetitive tasks (as in an industrial assembly
line)

/7 the use of robots in car manufacturing

/ ... factories run by robots producing many replicas
of one product.

— Morris Philipson

—often used before another noun

/1 For fluid applications, especially in the automotive
industry, the robot arm must have extremely flexible
movement.

— Harry H. Poole

b :amechanism guided by automatic controls
/1 a robot airplane
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3 :apersonwho resembles a machine in seeming to Test Your Knowledge - and
function automatically or in lacking normal feelings or
emotions

/1 ... seems to believe that professors are robots, students
are superficial, grade-hungry receptacles ...
— Micaela Rubalcava

Other Words from robot
.- More Example Sentences

Learn More about robot

Other Words from robot

robotism \ 'ro- ba- ti-zam @), -bs-\ noun

Examples of robot in a Sentence

// The cars are assembled by robots.

Recent Examples on the Web

Test Your Knowledge - and

1/ The researchers at Cornell confirmed the robots gripping Ci-ta-tion 'iarn Solme intheresting
" . ) . thi t .

ability with a 3-pronged grabber, more like the claw in an 8s S1ons e way

TAKE THE QUIZ »
arcade game than a human hand. Q

— Theresa Machemer, Smithsonian Magazine, "This RoboticHand @ =7 T
Stays Cool by Sweating," 1 Feb. 2020

1/ The robots also demonstrated Ableton's ability to cut-and-
paste song snippets together into a mega-mix, whether it was
manipulated live at all or not.

— Billboard Staff, Billboard, "Dance Music at the 2020 Grammys: A
Billboard Dance Contributor Roundtable," 23 Jan. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news
sources to reflect current usage of the word 'robot.’ Views expressed in the
examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us
feedback.

See More @

First Known Use of robot

1922, in the meaning defined at sense 1

History and Etymology for robot

Czech, from robota compulsory labor; akin to Old High
German arabeit trouble, Latin orbus orphaned — more at
ORPHAN
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"Robot.” Merriam-
Webster.com Dictionary,
Merriam-Webster,
https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/robo
t. Accessed 14 Feb. 2020.

Style: MLA v

More Definitions for robot

robot noun
Q

English Language Learners Definition of robot

: a real or imaginary machine that is controlled by a computer
and is often made to look like a human or animal

: a machine that can do the work of a person and that warks
automatically or is controlled by a computer

See the full definition for robot in the English Language
Learners Dictionary

robot noun
ro-bot | \'r@-,bét@\

Kids Definition of robot
1 :amachine that looks and acts like a human being

2 :amachine that can do the work of a person
automatically or under the control of a computer

More from Merriam-Webster on robot
Spanish Central: Translation of robot
Nglish: Translation of robot for Spanish Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about robot

Comments on robot

What made you want to look up robot? Please tell us where
you read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).



Show Comments &

Love words? Need even more definitions?

Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and advanced search—ad
free!

MERRIAM-WEESTER UNAERIDGED

WORDS AT PLAY

The Words of the Week - Why 'Love’ Means "Nothing”

When Is "Culfing Season?” Is 'Snake Oil' Really [rom
2/14/20 In tennis. This is about tennis. Something to do during the Snakes?
Words from the week of cold, dark months. A history that's not just bunk
2/14/2020

ASK THE EDITORS

hanger i

e

hangar »
2019 Word of the Year: Is It '"Hanger' or 'Hangar'? Literally Is Singular "They' a Beller
Behind the Scenes How to remember which is How to use a word that Choice?
How we chose 'they’ which (literally) drives some people The awkward case of 'his or

her'

WORD GAMES




TH@N%

toys and games edition

More Conlusing Words— Name that Thing: Tovs and Spell Tt Citation
Quiz Games Edition Can you spell these 10 Do you know the person or title
How many of these commonly It's all fun and games until commonly misspelled words? these quotes describe?
confused words do you know? someone beats your high TAKE THE QUIZ > PLAY THE GAME >
TAKE THE QUIZ > TAKE THE QUIZ >

Learn a new word every day.

: : Your email address SUBSCRIBE
Delivered to your inbox!

OTHER MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARIES FOLLOW US
SPANISH CENTRAL T
LEARNER'S ESL DICTIONARY

WORDCENTRAL FOR KIDS

VISUAL DICTIONARY

SCRABBLE® WORD FINDER
MERRIAM-WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY
BRITANNICA ENGLISH - ARABIC TRANSLATION
NGLISH - SPANISH-ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Browse the Dictionary: ABCDEFGHI]J]KLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZO09

Home | Help | Apps | About Us | Shop | Advertising Info | Dictionary APl | Contact Us | Join MWU | Video | Word of the Year
Law Dictionary | Medical Dictionary | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Do Not Sell My Info

Browse the Thesaurus | Browse the Medical Dictionary | Browse the Legal Dictionary | Browse the Spanish-English Dictionary




Dictionary.com

Thesaurus.com

"\ I \ Q () N Luxu’l:ln\\“-l Lea:mg

2BR’s
ON MARIP from $3,800

Test
Your
‘Word 1Q1
Play Now

TOP DEFINITIONS RELATED CONTENT EXAMPLES EXPLORE DICTIONARY BRITISH

robotics [ roh-bot-iks | sHow iPa )

noun (used with a singular verb)

1_the use of oomﬁuter—oontrolled robots to perform manual tasks, especially on an

WORDS RELATED TO ROBOTICS

machinery, automation, mechanics, telecommunications, mechanization, Al, cybernetics, simulation,
programming

WORDS NEARBY ROBOTICS

robot bomb, rebot dancing, robot pilot, robotic, robeticist, robotics, robotize, robson, robstown, robus,
robust

ORIGIN OF ROBOTICS

1941; robot + -ics; coined by Isaac Asimov

EXAMPLES FROM THE WEB FOR ROBOTICS

Is that what we want for the students at Carl Hayden High, where the robetics club is still going strong?

—an ONATHAN ULY 14, 2014 | DAIL

The implications are enormous as all this comes amid widespread and growing excitement about robotics in
daily life

But nobody connected with the DARPA (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) Robotics Challenge
wants to admit that

Born in 1960, just outside of Paris, LeCun has been drawn to computers, robotics, and artificial intelligence since
a young age
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Definition of robotics

. : . . . . Buy now
:technolo& dealing with the design, construction, and operation of robots in

automation

WORD OF THE DAY
Other Words from robotics . .
Cupid @

Example Sentences o
See Definitions and Examples »

Learn More about robotics
Get Word of the Day daily email!
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Other Words from robotics

roboticist \ ro-'ba-ta-sist @), ra-\ noun

Examples of robotics in a Sentence

Recent Examples on the Web |- beam
b

/1 Investors and businesses had high hopes that this dual rise of A.l. and cheaper
hardware would usher a new robotics age.

— Jonathan Vanian, Fortune, "What the Struggles of Pizza and Coffee-Making Robots Mean for Beam is a smarter dental insurance

Investors,” 14 Jan. 2020 company. We work with employers,
individuals, and...

Beam Dental | Smarter...

/1 The whiskey maker has printed more than 7,800 cocktails since partnering with a
robotics engineer.
— Washington Post, "Banana, duct tape add up to $150,000 at Art Basel Miami," 8 Dec. 2019 TEST YOUR VOCABULARY

. Mare Confusing Words—Quiz
These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of

the word 'robetics.’ Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its
editors. Send us feedback.
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Dictionary Entries near Statistics for robotics

robotics Last Updated
robot 24 Jan 2020
robot bomb .

) Look-up Popularity
robotic Bottom 40% of words
robotics

robotization
robotize

rob Peter to pay Paul

See More Nearby Entries ®

Cite this Entry

“Robotics.” Merriam-Webster.com
Dictionary, Merriam-Webster,
https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/robotics.
Accessed 14 Feb. 2020.

Style: MLA v

More Definitions for robotics

robotics noun
o

English Language Learners Definition of robotics

: technology that is used to design, build, and operate robots

More from Merriam-Webster on robotics
Spanish Central: Translation of robotics

Nglish: Translation of robotics for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of robotics for Arabic Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about robotics

Comments on robotics

What made you want to look up robotics? Please tell us where you read or heard it

(including the quote, if possible).
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