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Is the Abu Garcia Virtual rod the wave of the future for angling?
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Technology is permeating every aspect of our lives today, and it was only a matter of time before we started seeing
it incorporated into fishing (https://www.wideopenspaces.com/outer-banks-fishing-what-youll-need-and-what-youll-
catch/) rods. Meet the Abu Garcia (http://www.abugarcia.com/) Virtual rod.

This rod can actually say it does way more than just catch fish. It pairs up with the popular ANGLR
(https://anglr.com/) smartphone app to record vital data on the fish you just caught.

ADVERTISING

This could be the seamless tech integration the fishing gear industry has been anticipating.

The Abu Garcia Virtual rod
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Abu Garcia used ICAST 2019 (https://www.wideopenspaces.com/hunter-shryock-uses-the-new-revo-exd-reel-to-win-

abu-garcia-casting-competition/) to announce that they were rolling out 10 new variations on the Virtual rod to fit a
variety of angling styles. They are releasing spinning (https://www.wideopenspaces.com/new-gear-guide-abu-
garcia-revo-mgxtreme-spinning-reel/) rods and casting rods in lengths from 6-feet, 6-inches all the way to 7-feet, 6-
inches. These rods are built with 30-ton graphite and stainless steel guides with zirconium inserts.

But the thing that really makes these rods stand out is the incorporation of Bluetooth technology. Now, | can already
hear some people complaining: "Why reinvent the wheel? Just give me something to attach my baitcasting or
spinning reel to and be done with it!" But this addresses some of the issues ANGLR had encountered in the past.

This is where the ANGLR Bullseye (https://anglr.com/bullseye/) comes into play. If you haven't heard of it before, it's
a small Bluetooth device with a single button that you press every time you catch a fish on the water. The Bullseye
synchs with the free ANGLR fishing app to record waypoints on where you caught the fish, water temperatures,
weather conditions, barometric pressure, moon phases and more.

It also allows you to save a photo and add notes to the information sent to the app later. For instance, you can note
that you saw that big bass inhale your swimbait (https://www.wideopenspaces.com/new-the-champ-series-of-baits-
and-reel-from-jordan-lee-debut/) the second it passed over a fallen log. Since ANGLR records the coordinates, you
can easily re-find this log on a future trip.

The ANGLR app allows anglers the ability to create a highly detailed log of every fish you catch, and they've whittled
it down to a single push-button operation. You aren't fumbling around with your phone or typing longwinded details,
you're just pressing the button. The beauty in it is the simplicity.
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It seems like a big barrier to get around, but with the Virtual rod, you aren't stopping your fishing to enter info into an
app manually.

It all sounds like very useful fishing information doesn't it?

Built right into the rod

e Wiegd oy

Up until now, anglers who did use the ANGLR app and Bullseye were either wearing the Bullseye on a lanyard around
their neck or clipping it to the bill of their hat. While both of those work, the Abu Garcia
(https://www.wideopenspaces.com/heres-abu-garcias-revo-technology-gives-winning-edge/) Virtual rod has the
Bullseye built right into the butt of the rod.

We like this idea. It gives this tool a low profile that won't interfere with the rod's action or fishing reel. It also
guarantees you're never going to misplace it and then waste valuable fishing time digging through the stuff in your
boat looking for it.

Abu Garcia and ANGLR were obviously thinking of fishermen and women who like to fish hard and go off the beaten
path (https://www.wideopenspaces.com/how-to-escape-the-most-crowded-fishing-spots-and-find-some-peace-and-
quiet/) with this rod. It works even when you're fishing somewhere remote and don't have cellular service.
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The Bullseye also has a battery built in that is made to last two years, so you shouldn't need to worry about if it has
enough juice to record your trip.

The app can be used with both iPhone and Android and keeps all the data you record private by default, unless you
choose to share some of it with a fishing buddy.

You can expect to find these rods on store shelves come spring 2020, the suggested retail price is $130. It's an
intriguing concept that promises to deliver some interesting and useful data.

We'll be keeping an eye on Abu Garcia and ANGLR to see if this technology is incorporated into other pieces of
fishing gear in the future.

For more outdoor content from Travis Smola (http://travissmola.com/), be sure to follow him on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/Tsmola07) and check out his Geocaching (https://www.youtube.com/user/Tsmola) and Outdoors
with Travis Youtube channels (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHWPEKIomE7dY9nb_5tUWuQ?
view_as=subscriber).

NEXT: GEAR REVIEW: BUBBA BLADE 7.5" FISHING PLIERS (https:/www.wideopenspaces.com/gear-review-bubba-
blade-7-5-fishing-pliers/)
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Abu Garcia introduces fishing rod with Bluetooth technology

July 6, 2019

(/industry-news)

(/industry-news)Industry News (https://www.bassmaster.com/industry-news)

COLUMBIA, S.C. - Abu Garcia (https://gunpowderinc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=93f50455f485433a2904e302f1&id=df720a0c37&e=04db7ech88) is forging a new path with connected rod technology as it rolls out the new Abu
Garcia Virtual, a fishing rod with Bluetooth technology that fully integrates with the free ANGLR smartphone app. The new series of rods allow
anglers to record catches and mark waypoints in their personal and private logbook with the simple press of a button integrated into the butt of
the rod.

The new series of rods is the first to integrate this tvpe of technology and has been created in concert with ANGLR, a fast-growing company that

offers a sa
button t 2in
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[l{t8e. The action to record a catch also compiles location, weather and water data with the stored catch information. This information, coupled
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thnnssmns'“nrformance of Abu Garcia rod technology will provide anglers a complete package as they look to maximize Qw timem
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“As connected technology continues to advance in fishing, we have been working on the ability to integrate electronics into our rods,” said vice
president of marketing for Abu Garcia, Jon Schlosser. “We are proud to partner with companies like ANGLR as we continue to innovate and bring
new creative solutions, like the Virtual rod, to our consumers.”

The Virtual rod connects to the free ANGLR app on iPhone and Android devices. It allows anglers to record catches complete with automated
weather, water and location details. It also enables the phone’s camera to add a photo. All recorded fishing data is 100 percent private by default.
The rod does not require charging and delivers a 2-year battery life. It works regardless of cell service for off-the-grid fishing.

The Virtual rod series consists of 10 total conventional and spinning rods ranging from 6-foot, 6-inch Medium Fast spinning to 7-foot, 6-inch Heavy
Fast conventional to cover most bass angling techniques. All are built with 30-ton graphite for a lightweight balanced design, IntraCarbo
technology, providing a lightweight barrier to improve durability without adding weight, and stainless steel guides with zirconium inserts.

The rods retail for $129.95 and are expected to be available in Spring 2020. For more information visit www.AbuGarcia.com
(https://gunpowderinc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93f50455f485433a904e302f1&id=536a8408428&e=04db7ecb88).
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