
Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

living  adjective
liv·​ing |  \ ˈli-viŋ  \

Definition of living (Entry 1 of 2)
: having life

: ACTIVE, FUNCTIONING
// living languages

1 a

b

: exhibiting the life or motion of nature : NATURAL
// the wilderness is a living museum … of natural history
— NEA Jour.

: LIVE entry 2 sense 2a

2 a

b

: full of life or vigor

: true to life : VIVID
// televised in living color

: suited for living
// the living area

3 a

b

c

: involving living persons4

: VERY —used as an intensive
// scared the living daylights out of me

5

 noun
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Other Words from living
Adjective
livingness noun

living
Definition of living (Entry 2 of 2)

: the condition of being alive1

: means of subsistence : LIVELIHOOD
// earning a living

archaic : ESTATE, PROPERTY

British : BENEFICE sense 1

2 a

b

c

: conduct or manner of life
// the collegiate way of living
— J. B. Conant

3
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Synonyms & Antonyms for living
Synonyms: Adjective
active, alive, functional, functioning, going, live, on, operating, operational, operative,
running, working

Antonyms: Adjective
broken, dead, inactive, inoperative, kaput (also kaputt), nonactivated, nonfunctional,
nonfunctioning, nonoperating, nonoperational, nonoperative

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Examples of living in a Sentence
Adjective
//
I was taught to respect all living things.

//
His aunt is his closest living relative.

See More

Recent Examples on the Web: Adjective
// Palestinians held in Israeli prisons have gone on hunger strikes to demand better
living conditions — in 2017, more than 1,000 went on strike at once.
—
Siobhán O'grady, Washington Post, "Hunger strikes tend to work only when governments fear
the consequences. Mustafa Kassem’s death in Egypt is a grim example.," 18 Jan. 2020

// Palestinians held in Israeli prisons have gone on hunger strikes to demand better
living conditions — in 2017, more than 1,000 went on strike at once.
—
Siobhán O’grady, BostonGlobe.com, "Hunger strikes tend to work only when governments
fear the consequences," 18 Jan. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the
word 'living.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send
us feedback.
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First Known Use of living
Adjective
before the 12th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1a

Noun
14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1
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Learn More about living

Share living
Facebook Twitter Time Traveler

Time Traveler for living
The first known use of
living was before the
12th century
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Dictionary Entries near living
livid purple

livid violet

livier

Phrases Related to living
be living on borrowed time

beat the (living) daylights out of

do for a living
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More Definitions for living

living

living death

living embodiment

living fossil
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earn a living

honest living

in living color

in the land of the living

Bo    

living  adjective

English Language Learners Definition of living (Entry 1 of 2)
: not dead : having life

: currently active or being used

: having the form of a person who is alive

living  noun
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See the full definition for living in the English Language Learners Dictionary

English Language Learners Definition of living (Entry 2 of 2)
: a way of earning money : the money that someone needs to pay for housing, food,
etc.

: a way of living

: people who are alive

living  adjective
liv·​ing |  \ ˈli-viŋ \

Kids Definition of living (Entry 1 of 2)
: not dead : ALIVE
// We're his closest living relatives.

1

: true to life
// You are the living image of your parents.

2

living  noun

Kids Definition of living (Entry 2 of 2)
: the condition of being alive1

: conduct or manner of life
// healthy living

2

: what a person has to have to meet basic needs
// She made a living as a cook.

3
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Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for living

Spanish Central: Translation of living
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Comments on living
What made you want to look up living? Please tell us where you read or heard it
(including the quote, if possible).

Show Comments 

https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?refc=FOOTER_DEF_MWU
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?refc=FOOTER_DEF_MWU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/living
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/living
http://www.spanishcentral.com/translate/living
http://www.spanishcentral.com/translate/living
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/living
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/living
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/living
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/living
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/living
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/living


Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

It was a perfectly nice word for
centuries

Specific behaviors and those who
embody them

A tale of two spellings

How 'Mean' Became Nasty

The One Who Cries, The One
Who Interrupts, and more Words

for That Certain Person

'Aluminum' or 'Aluminium'?

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/how-mean-became-nasty-cruel-unkind-origin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/how-mean-became-nasty-cruel-unkind-origin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/words-for-that-certain-person
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/words-for-that-certain-person
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/aluminum-vs-aluminium
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/how-mean-became-nasty-cruel-unkind-origin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/words-for-that-certain-person
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/words-for-that-certain-person
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/words-for-that-certain-person
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/aluminum-vs-aluminium


Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

Some of our favorite Scottish
English words

How we chose 'they'

Words from Scottish English We
Love

A S K  T H E  E D I T O R S

2019 Word of the Year: Behind
the Scenes

Is It 'Hanger' or 'Hangar'?

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/we-heart-scottish-english
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/we-heart-scottish-english
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/2019-word-of-the-year-behind-the-scenes
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/we-heart-scottish-english
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/we-heart-scottish-english
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/2019-word-of-the-year-behind-the-scenes
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/2019-word-of-the-year-behind-the-scenes
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/hanger-or-hangar-difference


Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

How to remember which is which

How to use a word that (literally)
drives some people nuts.

The awkward case of 'his or her'

Literally

Is Singular 'They' a Better
Choice?

W O R D  G A M E S

https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/hanger-or-hangar-difference
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/the-awkward-case-of-his-or-her
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/the-awkward-case-of-his-or-her
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/the-awkward-case-of-his-or-her


Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

Word of the Day quiz returns
(again!)

What did each of these words mean
to ancient Romans?

Can you spell these 10 commonly
misspelled words?

January 2020 Words of the Day
Quiz

Intact Latin Quiz

Spell It

TAKE THE QUIZ

TAKE THE QUIZ

TAKE THE QUIZ

https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/january-2020-words-of-the-day-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/january-2020-words-of-the-day-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/intact-latin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/intact-latin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/january-2020-words-of-the-day-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/january-2020-words-of-the-day-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/intact-latin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/january-2020-words-of-the-day-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/intact-latin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it


Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

Listen to the words and spell
through all three levels.

Learn a new word every day.
Delivered to your inbox!

Bee Cubed

 

Browse the Dictionary: A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 0-9

Home Help Apps About Us Shop Advertising Info Dictionary API Contact Us Join MWU Video 
Word of the Year Law Dictionary Medical Dictionary Privacy Policy Terms of Use Do Not Sell My Info

Browse the Thesaurus Browse the Medical Dictionary Browse the Legal Dictionary
Browse the Spanish-English Dictionary

PLAY THE GAME

O T H E R  M E R R I A M - W E B S T E R  D I C T I O N A R I E S

SPANISH CENTRAL

LEARNER'S ESL DICTIONARY

WORDCENTRAL FOR KIDS

VISUAL DICTIONARY

SCRABBLE  WORD FINDER

MERRIAM-WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY

BRITANNICA ENGLISH - ARABIC TRANSLATION

NGLISH - SPANISH-ENGLISH TRANSLATION

®

https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/bee-cubed
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/bee-cubed
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/bee-cubed
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/b
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/c
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/d
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/e
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/f
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/g
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/h
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/i
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/j
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/k
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/l
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/m
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/n
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/o
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/p
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/q
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/r
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/s
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/t
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/u
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/v
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/w
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/x
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/y
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/z
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/0
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/apps
https://www.merriam-webster.com/apps
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/shop-dictionaries
https://www.merriam-webster.com/shop-dictionaries
https://www.merriam-webster.com/advertising
https://www.merriam-webster.com/advertising
https://www.dictionaryapi.com/
https://www.dictionaryapi.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?HDR_GLOBAL_JOINMWU
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?HDR_GLOBAL_JOINMWU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/word-of-the-year
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/word-of-the-year
https://www.merriam-webster.com/legal
https://www.merriam-webster.com/legal
https://www.merriam-webster.com/medical
https://www.merriam-webster.com/medical
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/thesaurus/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/thesaurus/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/medical/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/medical/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/legal/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/legal/a
http://www.spanishcentral.com/browse/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/bee-cubed
http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://learnersdictionary.com/
http://www.wordcentral.com/
http://www.visualdictionaryonline.com/
http://scrabble.merriam.com/
http://scrabble.merriam.com/
http://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/en
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/en/
http://scrabble.merriam.com/


Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/living[1/31/2020 11:05:54 AM]

© 2020 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated


	merriam-webster.com
	Living | Definition of Living by Merriam-Webster


	NvbS9kaWN0aW9uYXJ5L2xpdmluZwA=: 
	form2: 
	submit: 
	email: Your email address




