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Worldwide Leader

Tanita is a world leader in precision electronic scales. With almost 50% of its domestic market share, the

name Tanita is a household name in Japan. The company's success and expanding global presence is the

result of superior technology, unique design, and high manufacturing standards that have earned ISO

9001 certi�cation, CE marking, membership in the JQA (Japanese Quality Association), FDA clearance and

the Good Housekeeping Seal.

In addition to the parent company headquarters in Tokyo, Tanita maintains �ve sister companies

strategically located to meet the challenges of international business.

Creating a New Market Category

Founded in 1944, Tanita's core business has been the manufacturing of precision scales. Today, Tanita is

looking beyond scales to products that enable consumers to monitor their own health. Based on medical

evidence linking excess body fat to heart disease, diabetes and certain cancers, Tanita introduced the

world's �rst integrated body composition analyzer/scale to the professional markets in 1992. Using the

same technology used in our professional analyzers Tanita developed the world's �rst scale plus body fat

monitor for home use in 1994. Backed by extensive clinical research and an independent medical advisor

board, Tanita's accuracy, innovation and durability are trusted worldwide.

Body Fat Scale Leader

Search site... 
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This pioneering work has led to the creation of an entirely new category of consumer products that could

make the conventional weight scale obsolete. Used by physicians, clinicians, health and �tness experts

worldwide, Tanita is considered the gold standard of bioelectric impedance analysis scales and monitors.

Technology Innovator

Tanita continues to innovate in the scale category for both consumer and professional models. Recent

innovations include the �rst to market with segmental body composition analysis, di�erentiating fat and

muscle in each limb. Multi-frequency technology enhances the already industry leading body composition

accuracy. And an impressive array of radio wireless products that employ ANT+, Bluetooth and Wi-Fi

protocols for remote monitoring and trend analysis.

Tanita's Mission

Tanita's goal is to help people enjoy healthier lives.

In 1990, the Tanita Best Weight Research and Development Center was established to ful�ll this

commitment. The Center, located in Tokyo, studies the relationship between a person's weight and well-

being by analyzing not only medical and nutritional conditions, but also the impact of physical activity,

psychological stress and sociological factors.

Public Awareness Initiatives

Tanita commissions the Annual American Body Fat Perception Poll, a national research survey to measure

Americans' understanding of important health and �tness issues. To date, poll �ndings con�rm

Americans' lack of understanding which may be putting them at increased risk for serious health

complications. In addition, most falsely believe that reducing body fat is a short-term proposition.

Tanita sponsors a Research Networking Program to develop credible research into body composition

issues. Tanita makes its equipment (professional and consumer) available and serves as a clearing house

for up-to-the-minute information on weight management.

Tanita is an active, charter member of the Partnership for Healthy Weight Management, a Federal Trade

Commission sponsored coalition to promote sound guidance for achieving and maintaining healthy

weight. It is comprised of over 40 organizations and individuals from industry, public advocacy,

government agencies, scienti�c associations and academia.

Together with other concerned organizations, Tanita has developed a Public Service Announcement (PSA)

campaign targeting the professional medical communities regarding the risks and implications of obesity

and other weight management issues. The �rst of these messages appeared in the July 1999 issue of the

American Journal of Clinical Nutrition and American Family Physician.
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Tanita proudly donates time, equipment, funding, and other resources to a variety of community and

school events at local, state, national, and international levels.

(http://www.thecompetitiveedge.com/holidayspecials
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Click on one of the Area and Regions below:

NORTH AMERICA ▼

LATIN AMERICA ▼

EUROPE ▼

AFRICA ▼

MIDDLE EAST ▼

ASIA-PACIFIC ▼

Copyright TANITA All Rights Reserved.
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Login Register Contact

Helping Your Company Do Business In Japan

Kabushiki Kaisha (Stock Company)

Kabushiki Kaisha in Japan
A Kabushiki Gaisha, or Kabushiki Kaisha, usually abbreviated as KK, is a type
of business corporation de�ned under Japanese law.

Japanese companies often translate the phrase as Co., Ltd, Corporation or
Incorporated. The Japanese Government uses the term “stock company” as
the o�cial translation.

A KK is not allowed to buy back its own stock according to Japanese law.

It is possible to set up a business entity in Japan in 4 days. In order to
promote start-ups and foreign direct investment, the government lowered the
required capital for setting up a joint stock company (Kabushiki Gaisha) to
JPY 1 from JPY 10 million 2003. The total cost, therefore, of an incorporation
stands at JPY 240,000 (around USD 2,500).

The main steps in incorporation are as follows:

1. Preparation and notarisation of articles of incorporation
2. Recipt of capital (directly or through an offering)

KKs require only one incorporator, which may be an individual or a
corporation. If there multiple incorporators are involved, a partnership
agreement must be signed before incorporation of the company can occur.

Under current Japanese law, a KK must have a board of directors comprised
of at least three individuals. Directors will serve a term of two years, and
auditors will serve a term of four years.

Japanese tax laws also require that Kabushiki Kaisha be subject to double
taxation of pro�ts and dividends – similar to many other countries.

Differing from other countries however, Japan also levies double taxes on
close corporations (yugen gaisha and godo gaisha).

Due to this, taxation should not be a factor when deciding how best to
structure your business in Japan.

All publicly traded companies follow the KK structure, and so smaller
businesses often choose to incorporate as a KK simply to appear more
prestigious.

In addition to income taxes, KKs must also pay registration taxes to the
national government, and may be subject to local taxes as well.

Setting up in Japan

Setting Up A Business In
Japan

Representative O�ce

Serviced O�ce

Virtual O�ce

Kabushiki Kaisha (Stock
Company)

Godo Kaisha (Limited
Liability)

Comparison: Godo Gaisha
Vs Kabushiki Gaisha

 See all our guides
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Founding Partners

   

The Founding Partners support our not-for-pro�t's mission to support companies as they develop their business in Japan.

Japan‘s Ministry of Economy, Trade & Industry (METI) sponsors programmes
to promote foreign investment into Japan, and this includes bank loans
through the Japan Bank for International Cooperation and the Development
Bank of Japan.

Entry-level business support programs are provided by the Japan External
Trade Organisation (JETRO) as well as by some municipal and prefectural
governments. Current information on investing in Japan, establishing an
o�ce, and other JETRO programs for foreign businesses can be found
on JETRO‘s website.

Questions about setting up a company in Japan?

Get in touch

Contact and Support

European O�ce:
Corby Enterprise Centre, Suite 34, 
London Road, Corby, 
NN17 5EU, 
United Kingdom

Japan O�ce:
Landwork Aoyama Building 28,
2-7-26 Kita Aoyama,
Minato-ku,
Tokyo, 107-0061
Japan

Navigation

Home

Search by Industry

Step by Step Guide

Partner Programme

E2J Podcast

Business Express
Service

Events 

Popular Resources

A Practical Guide To Japan

Selling In Japan Through E-Commerce
Platforms

Routes To Market In Japan: Market
Entry Options

Join us on:

Working alongside government to deliver on
demand trade services for UK companies

© 2013-2020 Export to Japan Partner Programme Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy
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Incorporation

Kabushiki Kaisha (KK) vs. Godo Kaisha (GK): Choosing the right set up for your
company

Home Incorporation Kabushiki Kaisha (KK) vs. Godo Kaisha (GK): Choosing the right set up for your company
201805.14
0

It is appropriate to choose the appropriate company structure for
the goals of your business. The key to making the right choice requires a better understanding of the capabilities
and limitations of each type of company, with a clear-eyed assessment of your business goals and current
financial capacity.

The 2 most common company types in Japan are the Kabushiki Kaisha (KK) and the Godo Kaisha (GK)
because of the limited liability protection it provides its shareholders. By comparison, the KK is far more
common than the GK, comprising about 80% of all registered companies. Still, it’s important to remember that
one is not “better” than the other—there are advantages and disadvantages to consider for both types.

Incorporating as a Kabushiki Kaisha (KK)

The KK, or joint stock company, is the structural equivalent to the American C Corporation. As the predominant
type of corporation in Japan, it commands a perception of prestige from customers, employees, and the business
community at large. The KK protects shareholders from personal liability, and has the capability to raise
additional capital through a variety of ways (selling shares, stock options, etc.). There is a clear organizational
distinction between ownership (shareholders) and management (directors), though it is possible to be a
shareholder and director at the same time. All KKs must have at least one representative director, and this person
can be a resident or non-resident.

Privacy - Terms
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Visa

Corporate Legal Affairs

Translation

Articles

Incorporation

Visa

Social Insurance & HR

Accounting & Taxes

General

Contact

KKs are the most expensive type of company to register, and
must meet more strict requirements than its LLC counterpart. Its organization is scalable, and can accommodate
most companies of varying sizes. The KK designation is most appropriate for medium to large companies; but
many small or “one-man” businesses can choose to incorporate as a KK if the image of a KK is preferred.

Because KKs are held in high esteem in Japan, depending on the industry it can be easier to attract local new
customers and business partners for growing your business. Most locals prefer to work for KK companies,
which is helpful for attracting the best native employees. KKs are also more amenable to expansion, since stock
companies can attract additional outside investors in the public stock market.

Incorporating as Godo Kaisha (GK)

The Godo Kaisha (GK) is the Japanese term for the Limited Liability Company (LLC). Unlike the KK, the GK
is of recent vintage, only coming into legal existence in 2006. Like the KK, GKs provide limited liability
protection for its shareholders, making it an ideal structure for small business owners who want legal protection
for their personal assets.

The registration process for GKs is comparably simpler and less
expensive compared to KKs. GKs are not required to submit Articles of Incorporation, establish a board of
directors, or hold member meetings. Unlike the KK, the GK cannot be listed in the Japanese stock exchange; it
cannot sell shares or issue stock options, which limits the ability of raising additional capital for business
operations. There is also no organizational separation between ownership (shareholders) and management
(directors)—in contrast to KK investors, GK investors are legally considered partners, who help run the
company. Investment amount is not proportionate to authority in a GK, which may be disadvantageous in the
case future outside investment is desired.

GK incorporation is generally more appropriate for small to medium companies, though there are a few major
American subsidiaries that are registered as GK. GKs are not as well known as KKs, which may hinder the
company’s chances of attracting new customers or acquiring employees, but this image is slowly changing.
While it is possible to change your company registration from GK to KK later, or KK to GK down the road, it
can be a long and expensive process. This is why it is always a good idea to seriously weigh the costs and
benefits of each option before making your final decision.

Comparison Table KK vs. GK Privacy - Terms
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Show 10  entries Search:

Showing 1 to 6 of 6 entries

Description Stock Company Japanese version of the Limited Liability
Corporation (LLC).

Credibility High Medium

Advantages Established reputation, trusted by
Japanese customers, business partners,
and employees, more scalable

Less expensive to incorporate, has most
of the same legal protections as the KK. 
Can be a considered a pass through
entity for US parent investors.

Disadvantages More expensive to set up, stricter
regulatory requirements

Relatively recent legal existence, cannot
raise additional capital or attract new
investors in the public stock market
Investment amount for member is not
proportionate to authority.

Minimum starting
capital

1 Yen + 1 Yen +

Liability Limited to the amount of the
shareholder’s equity investment.

Limited to the amount of the
shareholder’s equity investment.

Contact us

If you are looking to start a company in Japan and need expert assistance with the incorporation process, you can
request a consultation with Shiodome Partners Group by contacting us at inquiry@shiodome.co.jp, calling our
Tokyo office at 03-6228-5505 (+81), or by submitting a Contact Request Form at your convenience.

More posts

Related
Popular
Latest

How will my immigration status impact my plans to start and run my own company in Japan?

  Kabushiki Kaisha (KK)  Godo Kaisha (GK) 

Previous Next 
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Nominee Director Services for international businesses in Japan

What are my options for launching a business in Japan as a foreign national?

Company registration and filing in Japan [Company formation procedures]

What is the difference between a Subsidiary company and a Branch office in Japan?

Recruitment Scam Notice  － Fraud Cases Using the Name of Shiodome Partners Group

Documents for a Chinese National to Become a Shareholder of a Japan Subsidiary Company Privacy - Terms
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Documents for a Taiwanese National to Become a Shareholder of a Japan Subsidiary Company

Documents for a Korean National to Become a Shareholder of a Japan Subsidiary Company

Send Us An Inquiry

If you would like to schedule a consultation, you may submit a Contact Request Form at your convenience.

SUBMIT

Shiodome Partners Group

4th Floor, Dai 2 Maru Taka Building, 7-13-8 Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0061, Japan
03-6228-5505 (+81)inquiry@shiodome.co.jp

Services at a Glance

First Name
Last Name
Email
Subject
Phone
Zip code
United States
Province
City
Address 1
Address 2
Inquiry/Message

Privacy - Terms
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View Our Location

Map data ©2020 Google

Shiodome Partners Group
Japan, 〒104-0061 Tokyo, Chuo City,
Ginza, 7 Chome−13−8 第二丸高ビル
4階  

Directions

4.6  7 reviews

View larger map
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