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Cursive script (simplified Chinese: % 13; traditional Chinese:

E5ZE,; pinyin: cdoshii), often mistranslated as grass script, is a
script style used in Chinese and East Asian calligraphy. Cursive

Cursive script

script is faster to write than other styles, but difficult to read for fﬁf 3 ";r i 2’ ; ? §1
those unfamiliar with it. It functions primarily as a kind of 3 ‘; _f ;’i‘ .f, % 1’ 3
shorthand script or calligraphic style. People who can read iz 3 g ) ; ¥ ‘;’ i
standard or printed forms of Chinese or related scripts may not e by

be able to comprehend this script.
Mi Fu's On Calligraphy, a written

discourse about the cursive style
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Names

The character & (shii) means script in this context (it can also mean "book"), and the character £ (cdo)
means quick, rough or sloppy. Thus, the name of this script is literally "rough script" or "sloppy script".
The same character & (cdo) appears in this sense in the noun "rough draft" (¥4, cdogdo), and the verb
"to draft [a document or plan]" (¥4t cdoni). The other indirectly related meaning of the character &
(cao) is grass, which has led to the mistranslation "grass script".

History

Cursive script originated in China during the Han dynasty through the Jin period, in two phases. First, an
early form of cursive developed as a cursory way to write the popular and not-yet-mature clerical script.
Faster ways to write characters developed through four mechanisms: omitting part of a graph, merging
strokes together, replacing portions with abbreviated forms (such as one stroke to replace four dots), or
modifying stroke styles. This evolution can best be seen on extant bamboo and wooden slats from the
period, on which the use of early cursive and immature clerical forms is intermingled. This early form of
cursive script, based on clerical script, is now called zhdngcdo (¥ %), and variously also termed ancient
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cursive, draft cursive or clerical cursive in English, to differentiate it from modern cursive (% ¥ jincdo).
Modern cursive evolved from this older cursive in the Wei Kingdom to Jin dynasty with influence from
the semi-cursive and standard styles.

Styles

Beside zhangcdo and the "modern cursive", there is the "wild cursive" (Chinese and Japanese: JT&;
pinyin: kudngcdo; romaji: kyoso) which is even more cursive and difficult to read. When it was
developed by Zhang Xu and Huaisu in the Tang dynasty, they were called Dian Zhang Zui Su (crazy
Zhang and drunk Su, BE5RE%R). Cursive, in this style, is no longer significant in legibility but rather in
artistry.

Cursive scripts can be divided into the unconnected style (traditional Chinese: 5 ; simplified Chinese
and Japanese: #E; pinyin: diicdo; romaji: dokuso) where each character is separate, and the connected
style (traditional Chinese: 34%; simplified Chinese: #44%; pinyin: lidnmidn; Japanese: EB&{A; romaji:
renmentai) where each character is connected to the succeeding one.

Derived characters

Many of the simplified Chinese characters are modeled on the printed forms of the cursive forms of the
corresponding characters (simplified Chinese: & F54&1k,; traditional Chinese: EE1&1L; pinyin:
cdoshitkdihua).

Cursive script forms of Chinese characters are also the origin of the Japanese hiragana script.
Specifically, the hiragana characters developed from cursive forms of the man'ydgana script, called
sogana (B{R44). In Japan, the sogana cursive script was considered to be suitable for women's writing,
and thus came to be referred to as women’s script (2 3F onnade). This term was later applied to
hiragana, as well. In contrast, kanji themselves were referred to as men’s script (58 3 otokode).
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Cursive script in Sun
Guoting's Treatise on
Calligraphy.
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Chinese characters of
"Cursive Script" in
regular script (left) and
cursive script (right).
Notice that for the
cursive form, there is
only a total of 3 strokes
which is 17 strokes less
than its regular
counterpart.

Notable calligraphers

= Huaisu
= Wang Xizhi
= Wang Xianzhi

= Wen Zhengming

= Yu Youren

= Zhang Zhi, sage of Cursive Script

= Zhang Xu
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Zhishan; 8 anonymous.
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= Cursive script/grass script calligraphy generator (http://www.chine-culture.com/en/chinese-
calligraphy/model-of-chinese-calligraphy.php)

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cursive script (East Asia)
&oldid=896454754"

This page was last edited on 10 May 2019, at 15:54.
Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms
may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a
registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

= Contact Wikipedia

= Developers

= Cookie statement

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cursive script (East Asia) 2019-07-05



