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adjective
1 serving to prepare for, intervene in, or control an expected
occurrence or situation, especially a negative or difficult one;
anticipatory:

proactive measures against crime. Sp a rk

the wish effect.

Physicians agree that wishes can improve
a child's chance of recovering.

Make &-Wish.

RELATED CONTENT
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Never Use These Phrases At WorkNever risk sounding cheesy, unreliable, or negative at

work again by omitting these 13 bad phrases from your vocabulary.

READ MORE

How Do You Feel About These Parenting Buzzwords?This isn’t your parents’ parenting

The language of parenting is constantly evolving, and these changes often occur in

tandem with new parenting movements and styles. The early 20th century authoritarian

style of parenting gave way to a more permissive parent in the ‘60s and ‘70s. The ‘80s

and ‘90s parent became more intricately involved and focused on building their children’s

self-esteem. Trophies for everyone! Now, ...

READ MORE

RELATED WORDS

aggressive, anxious, ardent, dedicated, eager, energetic, enthused, enthusiastic, excited,
fanatical, intense, lively, passionate, spirited, zealous, banzai, can-do, take-charge
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Nearby words

proabortion, proaccelerin, proacrosomal granule, proaction, proactivator, proactive,
proactive inhibition, proactively, proagon, prob, prob.

Origin of proactive

First recorded in 1930-35; pro-' + active

Related formspro-ac-tive, nounpro-ac-tiv-i-ty, pro-ac-tive-ness, nounpro-ac-tive-ly,
adverb

Can be confusedproactive reactionary reactive

Dictionary.com Unabridged Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House,

Inc. 2019

Examples from the Web for proactive

These are reactive, not proactive, stances, and they do little to offer substantive
solutions.

Men Need A Better Men’s Rights Movement|Nancy Kaffer|December 16, 2014|DAILY
BEAST

There seems to be a proactive disregard for knowing or caring about their lives and
plight.

Ferguson, Immigration, and ‘Us Vs. Them’|Gene Robinson|November 27, 2014|DAILY
BEAST

Without a dedicated and proactive rescue force, campaigners fear, the death toll in the
Mediterranean will skyrocket.

Britain’s Let-Em-All-Die Policy|Nico Hines, Barbie Latza Nadeau|November 1,
2014|DAILY BEAST

there are downsides to not doing so.

How Your Company Can End Violence Against Girls|Gary Cohen|October 9, 2014|DAILY

BEAST
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Just as there are clear upsides to these types of proactive efforts in the corporate sector,
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British Dictionary definitions for proactive

p roactive / (prov’ sektv) /

adjective
1 tending to initiate change rather than reacting to events

psychol of or denoting a mental process that affects a subsequent
process

Word Origin for proactive

C20: from pro- 2 + (re) active
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