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sentinel

noun

sen· ti· nel | \ ˈsent-nəl  , ˈsen-tə-nəl\ 

Definition of sentinel

 (Entry 1 of 2)

: sentry

sentinel

verb
sentineled or sentinelled; sentineling or sentinelling 

Definition of sentinel (Entry 2 of 2)

transitive verb

1 : to watch over as a sentinel 
2 : to furnish with a sentinel 
3 : to post as sentinel 
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Synonyms for sentinel

Synonyms: Noun

custodian, guard, guardian, keeper, lookout, minder, picket, sentry, warden, warder, watch, watcher, watchman

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Examples of sentinel in a Sentence

Noun

a lone sentinel kept watch over the fort 

Recent Examples on the Web: Noun

Of course, a statue of Lenin stands sentinel, and a mural of a seafaring Vladimir Putin reminds you which country now owns 
the peninsula.— Jeff Opdyke, latimes.com, "Crimea is an unexpected beauty set against an unsettled history," 23 June 2019 
Gnarled, yet still dropping olives, one tree grows within a few yards of a Neolithic stone that has stood sentinel for nearly 
5,000 years.— Anne Farrar, National Geographic, "Here’s why everyone is going to Portugal now," 18 June 2019 

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the word 
'sentinel.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback. 
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