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Definition of police (Entry 1 of 2)
transitive verb
1 archaic: GOVERN

2 :tocontrol, regulate, or keep in order by use of police
3 :tomake clean and putin order

4 a :tosupervise the operation, execution, or administration of to prevent or
detect and prosecute violations of rules and regulations

b :toexercise such supervision over the policies and activities of

5 :to perform the functions of a police force in or over

police noun, often attributive

plural police

Definition of police (Entry 2 of 2)

1 a :theinternal organization or regulation of a political unit through exercise of
governmental powers especially with respect to general comfort, health,
morals, safety, or prosperity

b :control and regulation of affairs affecting the general order and welfare of
any unit or area

¢ :the system of laws for effecting such control

2 a :the department of government concerned primarily with maintenance of
public order, safety, and health and enforcement of laws and possessing
executive, judicial, and legislative powers

b :the department of government charged with prevention, detection, and
prosecution of public nuisances and crimes

3 a :POLICE FORCE
b plural : POLICE OFFICERS

4 a :aprivate organization resembling a police force
1/ campus police

b plural : the members of a private police organization

5 a :the action or process of cleaning and putting in order

b :military personnel detailed to perform this function

6 :one attempting to regulate or censor a specified field or activity
/1 the fashion police
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a trick or plan for deceiving an
enemy
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Synonyms for police

Synonyms: Noun
law

Visit the Thesaurus for More )

Examples of police in a Sentence
Verb
1/ The officers police the streets for reckless drivers.

1/ The coast is policed by the military.

Recent Examples on the Web: Verb

// Wyden's draft proposal, called the Consumer Data Protection Act, would give the
FTC more authority and resources to police the use of data by adding a total of 175
new staff.

— Colin Lecher, The Verge, "Sen. Ron Wyden proposes bill that could jail executives who
mishandle consumer data,” 1 Nov. 2018

// Cardi B has reportedly turned herself in to police after allegations emerged she BArEIn:contempt ob Cangress

was involved in a strip club brawl. 2 DEFCON

— Zoé Weiner, Glamour, "Cardi B Reportedly Just Turned Herself In to the Paolice,” 1 Oct. 2018 CNN describes Trump-Congr...
3 camp

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of Celebs arrive at the 2019 M...

the word "police.” Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors.

Send us feedback. SEE ALL »

. ] See how Alzheimer’s disease
First Known Use of police affects the brain.

Verb Take our Brain Tour.

1589, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Noun
1698, in the meaning defined at sense 1a

History and Etymology for police
Verb

in sense 1, from Middle French policier, from police conduct of public affairs; in other
senses, from POLICE entry 2

Noun

French, from Old French, from Late Latin politia government, administration, from
Greek politeia, from polités citizen, from polis city, state; akin to Sanskrit pur rampart,
Lithuanian pilis castle

Learn More about police

Share police Resources for police Take our Brain Tour.

®® @ >

Nirtimnmavis Emtrines mane manlisan Dhhwaecne Dalatard ¢4 naliesrs

alzheimer’s %



b eme e

polianite police car
Polianthes police constable
police police cruiser
palice action the secret police
police burgh

police car

Statistics for police Time Traveler for police

Last Updated The first known use of police was in

5 May 2019 1589

See more words from the same year
Look-up Popularity

Top 40% of words

More Definitions for police

police verb
Qo

English Language Learners Definition of police (Entry 1 of 2)

: to control and keep order in (an area) by the use of police or military forces

: to control (samething) by making sure that rules and regulations are being followed

1)01ice noun

English Language Learners Definition of police (Entry 2 of 2)

: the people or the department of people who enforce laws, investigate crimes, and
make arrests

See the full definition for police in the English Language Learners Dictionary

police verb
police | \pa-les @\
policed; policing

Kids Definition of police (Entry 1 of 2)

: to keep order in or among
1/ Officers police the city.

1)01ice noun

plural police

Kids Definition of police (Entry 2 of 2)

1 :the department of government that keeps order and enforces law, investigates
crimes, and makes arrests

2 police plural : members of a police force

See how Alzheimer's disease
affects the brain.
Take our Brain Tour.
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See how Alzheimer's disease
affects the brain.
Take our Brain Tour.

police transitive verb
po-lice

policed; policing

Legal Definition of police (Entry 1 of 2) >

: to control, regulate, or keep in order especially as an official duty
1/ police the area

alzheimer's %

alz.org/brain association

1)Olice noun

plural police

Legal Definition of police (Entry 2 of 2)
1 :the control and regulation of affairs affecting the order and welfare of a political
unit and its citizens
2 a :the department of a government or other institution that maintains order
and safety and enforces laws
b :POLICE FORCE

¢ plural : the members of a police force

More from Merriam-Webster on police
Rhyming Dictionary: Words that rhyme with police
Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for police

Spanish Central: Translation of police

Nglish: Translation of police for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of police for Arabic Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about police

Comments on police

What made you want to look up police? Please tell us where you read or heard it
(including the quote, if possible).

Show Comments &

Love words? Need even more definitions?
Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and advanced search—ad free!
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HOW TO USE THE
DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The
American Heritage Dictionary of
the English Language, use the
search window above. For best
results, after typing in the word,
click on the “Search” button
instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus
rapid transit, dog whistle, or
identity theft) don’t appear on
the drop-down list when you
type them in the search bar. For
best results with compound
words, place a quotation mark
before the compound word in
the search window.

GUIDE TO THE DICTIONARY *

THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of
nearly 200 prominent scholars,
creative writers, journalists,
diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of
language. Annual surveys have
gauged the acceptability of
particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

THE PANELISTS "

NEED HELP SOLVING
A CROSSWORD
PUZZLE?

Go to our Crossword Puzzle
Solver and type in the letters
that you know, and the Solver
will produce a list of possible
solutions.

po-lice ! (po-les’)
Share:
n. pl. police
1. (used with a pl. verb)
a. A body of government employees trained in methods of law enforcement and
crime prevention and detection and authorized to maintain the peace, safety, and
order of the community.
b. A body of persons with a similar organization and function: campus police. Also
called police force.
2. Archaic Regulation and control of the affairs of a community, especially with respect to
maintenance of order, law, health, morals, safety, and other matters affecting the public
welfare.
3. Informal A group that admonishes, cautions, or reminds: grammar police; fashion
police.
4.
a. The cleaning of a military base or other military area: Police of the barracks must
be completed before inspection.
b. The soldiers assigned to a specified maintenance duty.
tr.v. po-liced, po-lic-ing, po-lic-es
1. To regulate, control, or keep in order with a law enforcement agency or other official
group.
28
a. To impose one's viewpoint or beliefs regarding, especially in an authoritarian
way: policing others' comments by implementing speech codes.
b. To critique in a presumptuous or arrogant manner: policed the grammar of
everyone who commented on the blog post.
3. To make (a military area, for example) neat in appearance: policed the barracks.

[French, from Old French policie, civil organization, from Late Latin politia, from Latin, the
State, from Greek politeia, from polités, citizen, from polis, city; see pela-> in the Appendix of
Indo-European roots. ]

po-lice’a-ble adj.
po-lic’er n.

?

a AMERICAN HERITAGE
< || DICTIONARY APP
The new American Heritage
Dictionary app is now available
for iOS and Android.

THE AMERICAN
HERITAGE
DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine
new words, revised definitions,
interesting images from the fifth
edition, discussions of usage,
and more.

THE 100 WORDS*

See word lists from the best-
selling 100 Words Series!

FIND OUT MORE! "

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2019 by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to
reconstructed proto-languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our
online appendices:

Indo-European Roots
Semitic Roots
The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their

mark on English words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English
words derived from them is available in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.

P ? INTERESTED IN
— || DICTIONARIES?
Check out the Dictionary Society

of North America at
http://www.dictionarysociety.com

This website is best viewed in Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari. Some characters in pronunciations and etymologies cannot be displayed properly in Internet Explorer.

Home | About Us | Careers | Contact Us | FAQs

AT Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions of Use
Houghton
Mifflin ‘The You Are Your Words word cloud generator is no longer available.
Harcourt

Copyright 2019 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved.
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29

YEARS

ESTABLISHMED 1990

Cutting Edge
Products Inc

@cuttingedgeproductsinc
i Like X\ Follow  Share

Home

Posts
. @ Write a post...
Reviews Py

Photos

8 Tag Friends ° Check in eoe
About

Community Posts

crestoapage. .
@ Cutting Edge Products Inc

June 26 at 6:05 PM -

Enjoy the holiday, and we will too! #CuttingEdgeProductsinc
#Streetwise #PoliceForce #JOLT

@ Cutting Edge Products Inc i
June 26 at 6:00 PM - §

{CALL-IN SPECIAL} Receive 18% off per unit #FireGone160zCan!
#CuttingEdgeProductsinc #Streetwise #FireSafety #HomeSafety
#FireExtinguisher

Contact Us @ Send Message

@ 4.9 out of 5 - Based on the opinion of 23

people

Community See All

0
1]

[

Invite your friends to like this Page
481 people like this
522 people follow this

111 check-ins

About See All

&

Ue ¢

235 Forlines Rd
Winterville, North Carolina 28590-8509

Get Directions

+1252-830-5577

Typically replies within a day
Send Message

www.cuttingedgeproducts.net

Defense Company - Wholesale & Supply
Store - Home Security Company
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