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The NBA has always had a fascination with nicknames, which is no different than any
other major sport, but it seems like when they grab a hold of a really good nickname,
they don't let it go. It's one of the few sports in America where a nickname can turn into
an entire persona, completely replacing the player's first name.

However, for every great nickname out there, we have today's hoard of nicknamers
systematically tearing apart everything that is good when it comes to nicknames.
They're becoming less clever and more formulaic, with everything from D-Rose to D12
passing as a nickname these days I've made it my mission to end this trend.

I can't stand by and let the people try to call Blake Griffin B-Griff or BG-3-2, I won't let it
happen. Call it my last crusade, call it me being a whiny prick, call it whatever you want
but I've made it my life's mission.

So, in honor of all the great nicknames out there, I've decided that we need to really
take a look at what a good NBA nickname looks like.
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I don't know if it's the fact that I get a reason to mention Vitaly Potapenko or not, but I
love the Ukranian's old nickname.

Back when he was tearing up the hardwood, Potapenko, seemingly to the aid of Marv
Albert, who could never say his name the same way twice, was known as the Ukraine
Train.

You don't want to be there when 200 tons of steel from behind the Iron Curtain comes
barreling down on you.

19. AK-47
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If there is one thing I hate more than simply taking the first initial of a player's first name
and slapping it together with their last name to form a nickname (think D-Wade), it's
taking the initials of the guy and adding his jersey number onto the end (like CP3).

However, when it works out as well as it did with the likes of Andrei Kirilenko, who am I
to complain?

The big Russian has had the nickname for years, giving him the fierce-sounding
nickname making everyone think that he's as dangerous as the Russian machine gun. 

18. White Chocolate
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Jason Williams is one of the characters from the past decades that I miss the most.

Whether it's the fact that he played with style or that he had "WHITEBOY" tattooed
across his knuckles I'm not sure, but I do know that he was fun to watch.

The nickname White Chocolate came along when he was back in Sacramento and a
reporter honored him with it for his flashy playing style. 

17. The Custodian
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It's a rare event in nickname history when a player's moniker outweighs his real name
and even takes on a life of its own.

Brian Cardinal, known as the Custodian since his days at Purdue, was given the
nickname because he did all the dirty work, cleaning up the glass and hustling for
loose balls.

From there his legend grew and we've even started to hear people use the nickname
when talking about the makeup of a team with things like, "Sure, they're a good team,
but they don't have a custodian to clean up the dirt."

16. Downtown Freddie Brown
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The 1979 Seattle Supersonics were a team full of wonderful names. Gus Williams was
The Wizard, Dennis Johnson went by the classic "DJ," Lonnie Shelton's middle name
was Jewel and they even had a guy on the end of their bench named Jackie Robinson.

However, nothing took the name cake quite like Downtown Freddie Brown.

It seems fitting that the leader in three-point percentage the first year that the three-
point line was added would have the nickname "Downtown." I'm sure Marv Albert
agrees.

15. Bryant "Big Country" Reeves
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Everything about Bryant Reeves was big. He had a big body, a big man's game, big
expectations and a big fall from grace soon after he was drafted and everyone realized
that he couldn't play ball very well. Plus there was that nickname, that glorious
nickname.

Big Country Reeves got his nickname back at Oklahoma State when Byron Houston
saw his reaction to traveling on an airplane for the first time to New York. Now that's a
classic nickname story right there for you, folks.

14. Jazzy Cabbages
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C'mon, you know I couldn't leave this beauty of a nickname off the list, right?
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Sarunas Jasikevicius stayed around in the NBA long enough to dunk a cruller into a
cup of coffee, even starting a handful of games for the post-melee Pacers (yikes!), but
his nickname, grown out of the confusing nature of his last name, is timeless.

13. Thunder Dan Majerle
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This is one of the many nicknames of the 90s that just oozed cool, almost to the point
where Dan Majerle was completely referred to as "Thunder Dan" for the better part of
his time in Cleveland (I can't speak for Phoenix).

He went from throwing down thunderous dunks as a young'un to looming like a storm
from the perimeter as a grizzled veteran, always seeming like a storm throughout his
career.

12. The Round Mound of Rebound

9 OF 20

I know the big man has slimmed down, but Charles Barkley will always be fat to me,
he's just a fat man in a skinny man's body these days.

My favorite part about the nickname many used when talking about Charles (along with
Chuck or Sir Charles) is that it's a slight to Barkley while being a compliment at the
same time. That's a rare double-edged nickname.

OWN A HOME?OWN A HOME?OWN A HOME?
WE'LL PROTECT IT.WE'LL PROTECT IT.WE'LL PROTECT IT.
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11. Hondo
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John Havlicek, forever endeared to Celtics fans simply as "Hondo," was the reason for
the continued success of the Celtics franchise going from the 1960s into the '70s.

Whether it was his John Wayne-like stoicism or the fact that he sort of looks like The
Duke, Havlicek got saddled (Get it?!) with the nickname from the old Wayne flick
bearing the same name.

10. Chocolate Thunder

11 OF 20

Before Thunder Dan there was Darryl "Chocolate Thunder" Dawkins, whose nicknames
were many but the one that stuck out the most was Chocolate Thunder.

When he wasn't just being a weird dude in general, Dawkins was busy ripping down
backboards, sending Bill Robinzine flying out of his way and living up to his nickname
in every possible way.

The only thing I would change about basketball in the 80s would be to give Mo Cheeks
the nickname "Chocolate Lightning," thereby creating the best nickname for a little
man-big man fast-break combination in the history of the league.

Just think of the announcer's calls, just think of the puns, for Pete's sake!
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9. Penny Hardaway
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There are few players who have a nickname become so attached to them that it
becomes who they are.

If we were to take a time machine back to 1997 and go ask a handful of people on the
street who Anfernee Hardaway is, odds are we would get a bunch of blank stares, but
whip out the name Penny Hardaway and everybody's on board.

The nickname was endearing, having come from his grandmother, and it seemed to fit
him so well, even though I'm not really sure how a penny fits into basketball. It just
worked, it wasn't something to be argued with. 

8. The Microwave

13 OF 20

Vinnie Johnson heated up so quickly that he could bake a potato in 55 seconds and
score six points while he was doing it.

One of the original combo-guards, Johnson was a streaky shooter whose streaks were
quick bursts, giving him openings to put the ball on the deck and drive the lane.

This allowed him to score even easier, leading to the nickname given to him by Danny
Ainge.
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7. The Big Dipper

14 OF 20

One of the most iconic figures in sports history also happened to have one of the most
iconic nicknames to go along with his larger-than-life status.

The nickname made Chamberlain seem other-worldly, as if he came from space as a
basketball-playing alien to score points and breed with our women, but it had simple
roots.

As a younger fellow, Chamberlain was still quite tall, leading to him leaning down to get
under doorways. His friends started calling him Big Dipper because of it.

Simple, yet effective, as all nicknames should be.

6. Clyde Frazier

15 OF 20

It's strange how different a nickname can make a player seem. With a name like Walt,
Frazier's memory just seems to give off that of the guy that helped the Knicks win a
title.

However, with a name like Clyde, somehow the style in his game and in his life is
conveyed. Clyde is smoother, silkier, more Frazier-esque than Walt ever could have
been.
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He got the nickname from a team trainer stemming from styles similar between Frazier
and the character who portrayed Clyde Barrow in the film Bonnie and Clyde.

5. Dr. J

16 OF 20

It's simple, memorable and it's easily punned upon; there's nothing more you could ask
for in a nickname.

Julius Erving was a man so entrenched in style and flair that he became the doctor of
the hardwood, putting on clinics every time he stepped onto the court, dishing out silky
layups and unfathomable dunks out in daily doses to his patients who could never be
cured of their basketball madness.

The best medicine to get a guy to quell his basketball madness would be another dose
of the Doctor, and he doled out plenty of doses in his day.

4. Earl the Pearl

17 OF 20

The only guy that could have out-nicknamed Clyde Frazier on the great Knicks teams
of the 70s was Earl Monroe, the king of cool nicknames.
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Calling him The Pearl, however, conveyed how smooth he was with the ball in his
hands, and how well he could just bop around the court and play the game his way.

3. Air Jordan

18 OF 20

Yet again, we see the simple yet effective nicknames coming up over and over again.

Michael Jordan was a superstar on par with Larry Bird and Magic Johnson in the '80s,
but he became bigger than basketball in the '90s. The way he played the game above
the rim and below the rim was unlike anything we'd ever seen before.

Jordan was so good that only a nickname like this could capture the way that every
single person in this country felt about him. He was constantly in the air, so it made
sense, but it also makes it seem like he played beyond the game, which he did.

2. Magic Johnson

19 OF 20

Magic Johnson is a lot of things; he's one of the three greatest Lakers of all-time, he's
the embodiment of basketball in the 1980s, he's a great figurehead for those with
HIV/AIDS, but he was never, and I mean never, Earvin.

From the minute he was drafted until long after he shuffles off this mortal coil, Magic
will be Magic. There's just something about him that makes it so he could have a name
like "Magic Johnson" and still refrain from making jokes.
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1. Pistol Pete

20 OF 20

This is the coup de gras, folks, very few people are able to take a nickname and
completely become it on the court. Magic, Jordan, Dr. J and a few others did it, but
Pistol Pete was able to be the Pistol every time he was out there.

There's something about the combination of the uniqueness of the nickname and the
simplicity that makes it all that much better, but at the end of the day it comes down to
the fact that The Pistol was The Pistol.

He played like a loaded gun, ready to fire at any time, packing a punch into a small
frame and always finding angles that seemed unimaginable and firing at the perfect
time.

If you are one of those twitterers, you can follow me @JDorsey33.

COMMENTS 

Sponsored Content

Enter Phone Number or Email Send Link

Get Bleacher Report News
First! Download the Free B/R
App.

Standard text messaging and data rates apply
Previous Next

By using this site, you agree to the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. 

http://twitter.com/#%21/JDorsey33
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/privacy
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/terms


2/8/2019 The Best Nicknames in NBA History | Bleacher Report | Latest News, Videos and Highlights

https://bleacherreport.com/articles/1125210-the-best-nicknames-in-nba-history#slide6 12/13

Recommended by

One Thing All Liars Have in Common, Brace Yourself
TruthFinder

Incredible new 2018 Luxury Sedans Will Blow You Away
Yahoo! Search

[Gallery] Athlete Gave Fans Something To Remember
BedTimez

[Pics] NBA Legend Larry Johnson Just Confirmed What
We Feared All Along
Tie Breaker

[Gallery] Actors You Never Knew Were Great Athletes
Hooch

1 Trade Every NBA Team Wishes They Could Have Back
The Sports Drop

[Pics] Lebron's Teammates Ranked: Guess Where Lonzo
Landed
Simplemost

The 'Big Bang Theory' Cast: Who They Married Off The Air
Definition

Enter Phone Number or Email Send Link

Get Bleacher Report News
First! Download the Free B/R
App.

Standard text messaging and data rates apply
Previous Next

By using this site, you agree to the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. 

https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://r1.zemanta.com/r/u1q276ep32f4/b1_outbrainrtb/244902/3914625/BAA4UAH4HY2LUJ2TJX57DO6EDEZA6FGBOT2KIW6UKYGJ5DB2QFX26PAFIUKBC3FHEIYUKQNQZBIWJRWP73GPUOVSYTS447D456MM5OIEOSQV4KCMET5PHBNGAWHVVRVCE52N2U2AQ5TZLQEITY7G2Y3D4XR7PO5YSC7WMQMLOKP6OL3SS5QESBL6ICRGKAV7X6V7XMLL5OT5L4CLTUWH3JFNAB3THRJKJNSU62RVGJZZU2VQPXQPJDUJLTM2PROUWETM7BAIIIJMBRL2NG5U7A4SYNJNIJ2VWATYHPLWXV4ATV5ZMFGFXSVY2YOD67DTGJI6UZBE33FQ55MPQT6OC6JNRAIQGHCVMOPT2SHFUD4XKF5QEULA/?obOrigUrl=true
http://tinytrk.com/index.php?rgid=20292&sub=$section_name$&red=vdo&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.bedtimez.com/fitness-and-health/dancing-athlete?utm_medium=outbrain&utm_source=outbrainjk&utm_campaign=bt-dancing-ath-des-us-2111&utm_term=$origpubname$&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.tiebreaker.com/forgotten-nba-players-deserve-recognition/?utm_source=ouins&utm_campaign=009aeb95d20740ef6728a9034f6ada111e&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$_$section_id$&utm_request=$req_id$&utm_content=newnext&utm_medium=R_OS_TB_US_D_NBAThenNow_v3_1209&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.hooch.net/jack-of-all-trades-people-who-are-both-actors-and-athletes/?utm_campaign=ath-d-us-r-0-es-190122-hn-ob-b9-a1&utm_term=ac_ath.jpg&utm_source=ob&utm_medium=$section_id$-ob&utm_content=00044bc01b59be317e909485dfc0847adc&obOrigUrl=true
https://thesportsdrop.com/the-1-trade-every-nba-team-wishes-they-could-take-back/?utm_medium=inbound&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=NBA_Trade_Regret_V7_OB_DT&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
http://simplemost.com/lebron-james-best-nba-teammates-ranked/?lvl=opt2&stack=ssp&utm_source=outbrain-adrizer&utm_campaign=122622&utm_term=$publisher_name$_-_$section_name$_-_$publisher_id$_-_$section_id$&utm_content=adrizer&obOrigUrl=true
https://def.sptrkr.com/402b101d0a6dddde?spadid=1804536&spcampid=78326&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=def_us_d_outbrain_45255_78326&utm_content=007ef915b946a2d24600dbb43823bce534&spsecid=$section_id$&sppubid=$publisher_name$&utm_term=$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/privacy
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/terms


2/8/2019 The Best Nicknames in NBA History | Bleacher Report | Latest News, Videos and Highlights

https://bleacherreport.com/articles/1125210-the-best-nicknames-in-nba-history#slide6 13/13

About • Advertise • Contact Us • Careers • Community Guidelines • Privacy

• Terms Of Use • Tickets • AdChoices 

Copyright © 2019 Bleacher Report, Inc. Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. All Rights Reserved. BleacherReport.com is part of Bleacher
Report – Turner Sports Network, part of the Turner Sports and Entertainment Network. Certain photos copyright © 2019 Getty Images.

Any commercial use or distribution without the express written consent of Getty Images is strictly prohibited. AdChoices 

Enter Phone Number or Email Send Link

Get Bleacher Report News
First! Download the Free B/R
App.

Standard text messaging and data rates apply
Previous Next

By using this site, you agree to the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. 

https://facebook.com/bleacherreport
https://twitter.com/bleacherreport
https://instagram.com/bleacherreport/
https://bleacherreport.com/about
https://bleacherreport.com/advertise
https://bleacherreport.com/contact
https://bleacherreport.com/careers
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/comguidelines
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/privacy
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/terms
https://www.stubhub.com/?gcid=chAFF-_-geoUS-_-genAllTix-_-dt170312-_-cmpBR_footr-_-partBleacherReport
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/privacy
https://bleacherreport.com/pages/terms

