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Definition of peer

(Entry 1 of 3)

1 : one that is of equal standing with another : equal The band mates welcomed the new member as a peer.
especially : one belonging to the same societal group especially based on age, grade, or status teenagers spending
time with their peers

2a : a member of one of the five ranks (duke, marquess, earl, viscount, or baron) of the British peerage

b : noble sense 1 Peers and commoners alike were shown the same courtesy.

3 archaic : companion

peer

verb (1)
peered; peering; peers

Definition of peer (Entry 2 of 3)

intransitive verb

1 : to look narrowly or curiously a child peering from behind a tree especially : to look searchingly at something
difficult to discern She peered into the dark closet looking for her missing shoe.

2 : to come slightly into view : emerge partly a vast white cloud, through which the sun peered— Francis
Kingdon-Ward

peer

verb (2)
peered; peering; peers

Definition of peer (Entry 3 of 3)
transitive verb

archaic
: rival, match

Other Words from peer ¥ Synonyms More Example Sentences Learn More about peer
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Synonyms for peer

Synonyms: Noun

gentleman,
grandee,
m:
milord,
nobleman

Visit the Thesaurus for More @

Examples of peer in a Sentence

Noun He was respected and admired by his peers. teenagers spending time with their peer groups

Recent Examples on the Web: Noun While unquestionably cognizant of the scope of China's rise, Biden has
repeatedly mocked those who call China a potential peer competitor. — Noah Millman, TheWeek, "Biden and
Sanders yearn for a bygone world," 3 Mar. 2020 Most of Lester’s peers didn’t see a fresh influx of minority talent
as a top priority, but a few younger admissions officials and school heads, shaped politically by the civil-rights
movement, were immediately on board. — Vinson Cunningham, The New Yorker, "Prep for Prep and the Fault
Lines in New York’s Schools," 2 Mar. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of
the word 'peer.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors.
Send us feedback.

See More

First Known Use of peer

Noun
13th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1
Verb (1)

1580, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Verb (2)

14th century, in the meaning defined above

History and Etymology for peer

Noun and Verb (2)

Middle English, from Anglo-French per, from per, adjective, equal, from Latin par
Verb (1)

perhaps by shortening & alteration from appear

Keep scrolling for more
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Share peer

Post the Definition of peer to Facebook @ Share the Definition of peer on Twitter @
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@

The first known use of peer was in the 13th century
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Dictionary Entries near peer

peep sight

peer
peerage
peeress

peerie
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Phrases Related to peer

a jury of one's peers

peer pressure
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More Definitions for peer
peer

noun

o

English Language Learners Definition of peer

: a person who belongs to the same age group or social group as someone else
: a member of the British nobility

See the full definition for peer in the English Language Learners Dictionary

peer
verb

Er@\

peered; peering

Kids Definition of peer

(Entry 1 of 2)

1 : to look curiously or carefully
2 : to come slightly into view : peep out

peer
noun
Kids Definition of peer (Entry 2 of 2)

1 : a person of the same rank or kind : equal
2 : a member of one of the five ranks (duke, marquis, earl, viscount, and baron) of the British nobility
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Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for peer

Rhyming Dictionary: Words that rhyme with peer

Spanish Central: Translation of peer

Nglish: Translation of peer for Spanish Speakers
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Britannica English: Translation of peer for Arabic Speakers

Comments on peer

What made you want to look up peer? Please tell us where you read or heard it
(including the quote, if possible).
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