IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant: Techtronic Floor Care Technology Mark: FLOORMATE JET
Limited

Serial No.: 88229862 Filed: December 14, 2018

Examiner: Esther Queen Law Office: 111

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION
This is a response to the final office action issued June 4, 2019, wherein the Examining
Attorney maintained the requirement that Applicant disclaim JET as merely descriptive.
With this response, Applicant amends its goods to “carpet cleaning machines and floor

cleaning machines, none of the foregoing featuring high-velocity fluid nozzles.”

The Examining Attorney said that a JET is a “high-velocity fluid stream forced under
pressure out of a small-diameter opening or nozzle” or “an outlet, such as a nozzle, used for emitting
such a stream [i.e., a high-velocity stream].” This definition describes a device that expels water
with extreme force, such as water jet cutting machines, examples of which were provided at Exhibit

A of the office action response Applicant filed on May 14, 2019 (the “May 2019 Response™). Those

jets utilize an extremely high pressure stream of water to cut materials. In contrast, Applicant’s
goods are carpet and floor cleaning machines. They do not incorporate “jets” as defined by the
Examining Attorney — and Applicant’s amended ID now specifically excludes such “jets” — because
a high volume-high velocity fluid stream would damage the floors the machines are used to clean.

Instead, JET as used by Applicant is suggestive of the speed and power with which the

product vacuums and washes floors, bringing to consumers’ minds the speed and power of a jet plane
or jet engine. May 2019 Response, Exhibit B (“The HOOVER® ONEPWR™ FloorMate JET™ is
designed to make cleaning hard surfaces easier and faster! No more multiple steps—now you can

powerfully vacuum AND wash your floors at the same time, simplifying your cleaning routine like



never before, all without the hassle of a cord.”). Exhibit D hereto demonstrates that “jet” means “to

move or progress by or as if by jet propulsion” and “jet engine” means “a very powerful engine,”

supporting Applicant’s position that JET is suggestive of the speed and power of its machines.
The Examining Attorney stated:

Applicant argue[d] that the wording JET in the mark refers to an
aircraft. Given that the goods are carpet/floor cleaning machines, it is
entirely unclear why consumers would view JET as referring to an
aircraft or jet engine. There is nothing in the mark itself or in
applicant’s advertising that would indicate that JET refers to an
aircraft.

Again, Applicant argues that JET is suggestive of the speed and power of a jet plane or jet engine

and Applicant’s advertising clearly suggests as much. The use of JET as it relates to Applicant’s
goods does not immediately convey to consumers any characteristic of Applicant's goods, nor would
consumers mistakenly believe that it does. Applicant’s goods do not expel cleaning solution with the
force and velocity contemplated by the Examining Attorney’s definition and Applicant’s amended ID
now specifically states this.

Applicant’s goods do feature nozzles, specifically nozzles that distribute cleaning solutions at

a rate of approximately 150 milliliters per minute.
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A “nozzle” is “a narrow piece attached to the end of a tube so that the liquid or air that comes out can
be directed in a particular way.” See Exhibit E hereto. Not all “nozzles” are “jets,” i.e., emit high-
velocity fluid streams. Applicant’s nozzles are not properly referred to as “jets.” See, e.g.,
Applicant’s U.S. Patent No. 9,737,187 for an Extractor Cleaning Machine, which identifies a
“distribution nozzle” that distributes cleaning fluid to a “surface to be cleaned” and explains that
fluids simply “flow out of the distribution nozzle.” May 2019 Response, Exhibit C. Applicant’s floor
cleaning machine patent demonstrates that a component that sprays fluid is properly referred to

simply as a “nozzle,” not a “jet.” “The specification shall contain a written description of the



invention, and of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and
exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most
nearly connected, to make and use the same . . .” 35 U.S.C. § 112.1 See Manual of Patent Examining
Procedure (MPEP) § 608.01(k) (Aug. 2012). Applicant’s marketing materials, which were
referenced by the Examining Attorney, also properly refer to Applicant’s machines as featuring a
“nozzle,” not a “jet.”

It is customary in Applicant’s industry to identify machine parts that distribute cleaning fluid

as “nozzles,” not “jets.”
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Dual-Spray Nozzle

Solution dispenser for a powerful floor clean.

https://swiffer.com/en-us/shop-products/mopping/swiffer-wetjet-mop-starter-kit
December 2, 2019
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December 2, 2019

Applicant demonstrated that its goods do not feature “jets” as defined by the Examining Attorney and
that Applicant’s industry and consumers do not commonly use “jet” to identify the cleaning solution
distribution nozzle found on Applicant’s machines. Further, Applicant’s amended ID now
specifically excludes machines featuring high-velocity fluid nozzles. Applicant therefore

respectfully requests that the disclaimer requirement be withdrawn.
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DICGTIONAR THESAURUS

@ This is the fight of our lives. DONATE TODAY

jet noun (1)

@ Save Word

Viet @1

Definitlon of jet (Entry 1 of 5)

1 a :anairplane powered by one or more jet engines

b :JET ENGINE

2  :along narrow current of high-speed winds (such as a jet stream)

3 a (1) :ausually forceful stream of fluid (such as water or gas) discharged from a narrow opening WORD OF THE DAY
or a nozzle
(2) :anarrow stream of material (such as plasma) emanating or appearing to emanate from a
celestial object (such as a radio galaxy) Crs atz o
b :anozzle for a et of fluid being a usually inferior substitute

4 :something issuing as if in a jet et Word of the Day daily email
I talk poured from her in a brilliant jet

Your email address S
— Time

jet verb (1)
Jetted: Jstting

Definitlon of jet (Entry 2 of 5)
intransitive verb

1 :totravel by jet airplane

2  :to move or progress by or as if by jet propulsion

S TEST YOUR VOCARULARY
Contains commands for working with the selected items. HO0% -

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/jet
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jet engine | ENGLISH
jet engine
noun [C]

UK 49 ['dzet endzmn/ us«¥ /'dzet endzm/
Question 1 of 6

+i= of the following smart home
. . P . . ology brands/companies have you
a very powerful engine. When fuel is burned inside the engine, hot air and gases are heard of? o

produced and then pushed out of the back of the engine at high speed, forcing the B samsung
engine forward.

= Thesaurus: synonyms and related words

Englineering - mechanical

-engined arificer

automatic automatically

automative bionics

crank dolly

grease monkey hydraulic

idle internal combustion engine
mechanical mechanization

octane number strip

supercharge tappet

tick tune

See more results »

You can also find related words, phrases, and synonyms in the topics:
Machines - generators & pumps WORD OF THE DAY

french toast

(Definition of jet angine from the Cambridge Advanced Learmer’s Dictionary & Thesaurus @ Cambridge University Press)

bread that has been covered in eqg

EXAMPLES of jet engine and fried

jet engine [ Avoutthis ]

A jet engine fails 1o start even though its parts are in perfect repair - thus thwarting a hijacker. a "
WAL

From Cambridge English Corpus o] N

This website uses cookies. For more information, please visit the Privacy and Cookies Policy. (=1 ELCRT DR TER I EEEET T

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/jet-engine
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Meaning of nozzie in English X
f w Test your vocabulary with

our fun image quizzes

nozzle .

r
noun [C] s
) L
us%d /'naz-al/
+i=
a narrow piece attached to the end of a tube so that the liquid or air that comes out -
can be directed in a particular way: ’ ‘
«» Aftach the nozzle to the garden hose before furning on the water. ‘
(Definition of nozzle from the Cambridge ic Content Dictionary & Cambridge Universify Press)
Image credits
nozzle
noun [C]
UK4) ['noz3ll us+4d [na.zl!
+i=
a narrow piece attached to the end of a tube so that the liquid or air that comes out
can be directed in a particular way:
+ Aftach the nozzle to the hose before turning on the water.
— Thesaurus: synonyms and related words
Lids, covers and stoppers B
More meanings of nozzle

bezel bottle cap

bottle top bung = Al

ooz oS rocket engine nozzie

crystal fascia See all meanings

hood Koozie

lid pen lid

This website uses cookies. For more information, please visit the Privacy and Cookies Policy. (=1 ELCRT DR TER I EEEET T

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/nozzle
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