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lie detector  a polygraph used on persons suspected of lying:

it records certain physiological changes assumed to occur

when the subject lies in answering questions

lief  adj. [[ME lef < OE leof, beloved, dear, akin to Ger lieb <

IE base *leubh- > love]] [Archaic] 1 valued; dear; beloved2

willing —adv. willingly; gladly: only in would (or had) as

[more...]

liege  adj. [[OFr, prob. < Frank base akin to OHG ledig, free,

but infl. by L ligare, to bind]] 1 Feudal Law a) entitled to the

service and allegiance of his vassals [a liege lord] b) bound to

[more...]

Liège  1 province of E Belgium: 1,491 sq mi (3,862 sq km)2 its

capital, on the Meuse River
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light quantum  photon

light reaction  the photochemical phase of photosynthesis, in

which light energy is converted and stored biochemically in

the form of ATP: cf. dark reaction

lights  pl.n. [[ME lihtes < liht, light2: so called from being

lighter in weight than the rest of the body: cf. lung]] [Dial.] the

lungs of animals, as sheep, hogs, or cattle, used as food

lightship  n. a ship moored in a place dangerous or important

to navigation and bearing a light or lights and foghorns, sirens,

etc. by which ships are warned or guided

light show  a display of moving, changing patterns of colored

light, images, etc. projected as in a darkened auditorium, often

as an accompaniment to rock music

lightsome  adj. [[ME lihtsum: see light2 & -some1]] 1 nimble,

buoyant, graceful, or lively2 lighthearted; cheerful or merry3

not serious; frivolous

lightsome  adj. [[ME lyghtesum: see light1 & -some1]]

[Archaic] 1 giving light; luminous2 well-lighted; bright

lights out  1 a signal, as in a military camp, etc., to extinguish

lights at bedtime2 bedtime3 [Slang] of or giving an

overmastering performance [their pitcher was lights out in the

final [more...]

light-struck  adj. Photog. damaged or fogged by being

exposed to light accidentally

light verse  verse ( n. 2a) characterized by humor and a

lightness of tone

lightwave  adj. of or designating a communications system,

equipment, etc. using fiber optics
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