Kirkus Reviews Site Redesign

Making reviews social

The largest publisher of book reviews approached Smith with
the challenge of envisioning their book recommendation and
review site for readers worldwide. We provided designs and
assets to drive a massive transformation — from a static to an
interactive and socially powered experience.
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| like YA romance and | really like Elizabeth
Scott's writing, so when | saw that her newest
book was on sale for the Kindle at Amazon, |
bought it, even though | have a paper Gopy.
One of the features of books purchased from
Amazon that | kind of enjoy in a voyeuristic
Kind of way Is the highlights that other people
have made. | can see what passages catch
people’s atention, and if they matoh what |
thought was a key part of the prose.

The thing with Scott’s writing is that it's all
emotional and powerful but every now and
again there's a moment of jaw-droppin
description that really, for me anyway, nails my
memories of being a teenager. | don't
remember where | first encountered this

| sentiment but to wit, ff your adolescence isn't
miserable, you're doing it wrong. It sucks to be
a teenager in a whole lot of ways, and while
that creates a danger for Too Much Pathos in
YA fiction, particularly romance, it also creates
areminder of how much it hurt to be a teenage
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girl sometimes, and how much I've learned and
grown up since then. (| should bloody hope so.
I'm in my 30s for God's sake).

Join the Conversation on F
Among the pepular highlights in this book are the ones | would have chosen to highlight too. i
When the heroine, Sarah, is in the bathroom, a whole other bathroom in the school in a Jav e
different wing where she’s gone to avoid seeing the people she usually sees, she reads the 3 :
graffiti on the wall: e

Sarah is the best friend of Brianna, and as the heroine that's pretty much her first point of
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More work available at http://www.just-smith.com/pastwork
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