
Providing respiratory medications

Respiratory Solutions
A comprehensive approach to the 
provision of home respiratory  
medication therapy that includes:
•	 Clinical	education	in	the	home

•	 Compliance	monitoring

•	 Customized	equipment	to	fit	any
	 patient’s	needs

•	 Medicare	and	other	payers	billed	directly
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A clinical service designed to meet the 
needs of early stage COPD patients

Lincare’s Standard of Care 
for Your Respiratory Patients
Components:
•	 Home	visits	by	licensed	Clinical	Specialists

•	 Education	on	disease	process,	prescribed	
	 therapies	and	equipment	management

•	 Respiratory	assessment

•	 Follow-up	reporting

Benefits:
•	 Improved	patient	compliance	through
	 patient	education

•	 Improved	quality	of	life

•	 Clinical	feedback	in	a	timely	manner

Reliant	Pharmacy	will	provide	overnight	
delivery	of	the	following	medications,	which	
are	covered	by	Medicare	when	used	with	a	
prescribed	nebulizer:

•	Albuterol

•	 Ipratropium

•	Albuterol	2.5mg/Ipratropium	.5mg
	 in	a	3ml	commercial	vial

•	 Levalbuterol

•	 Budesonide



Medicare Guidelines for 
Oxygen Reimbursement
Group	I	criteria	include	any	of	the	following:
1)	 An	arterial	PO2	at	or	below	55	mm	Hg,	or	an	arterial	oxygen	saturation		 	
	 at	or	below	88%	taken	at	rest	(awake)
	 OR
2)	 An	arterial	PO2	at	or	below	55	mm	Hg,	or	an	arterial	oxygen	saturation		 	
	 at	or	below	88%,	for	at	least	5	minutes	(cumulative)	taken	during			 	
	 sleep	for	a	patient	who	demonstrates	an	arterial	PO2	at	or	above	
	 56	mm	Hg	or	an	arterial	oxygen	saturation	at	or	above	89%	while	awake
	 OR
3)		An	arterial	PO2	at	or	below	55	mm	Hg	or	an	arterial	oxygen	saturation		 	
	 at	or	below	88%,	taken	during	exercise	for	a	patient	who	demonstrates	
	 an	arterial	PO2	at	or	above	56	mm	Hg	or	an	arterial	oxygen	saturation	at
	 or	above	89%	during	the	day	while	at	rest.	In	this	case,	oxygen	is	provided		
	 	 for	during	exercise	if	it	is	documented	that	the	use	of	oxygen	improves		
	 	 the	hypoxemia	that	was	demonstrated	during	exercise	when	the	patient
	 was	breathing	room	air.

Group	II	criteria	include	the	presence	of	(a)	an	arterial	PO2

of	56-59	mm	Hg	or	an	arterial	blood	oxygen	saturation	of	89%
at	rest	(awake),	during	sleep	for	at	least	5	minutes	(cumulative),
or	during	exercise	(as	described	under	Group	I	criteria)	and	(b)
any	of	the	following:
1)	 Dependent	edema	suggesting	congestive	heart	failure
	 OR
2)	 Pulmonary	hypertension	or	cor	pulmonale,	determined	by	measurement			
	 of	pulmonary	artery	pressure,	gated	pressure,	gated	blood	pool	scan,		 	
	 echocardiogram,	or	“P”	pulmonale	on	EKG	(P	wave	greater	then	3	mm	in		
	 	 standard	leads	II,	III	or	AVF)
	 OR
3)	 Erthrocythemia	with	a	hematocrit	greater	than	56%.

CMS,	Medical	Coverage	Issues	Manual,	60-4,	Home	Use	of	Oxygen

Patient Inform
ation

List the ICD code 
number that represents 
the primary reason for 

ordering this item

Length of need <99 
months - retesting 

required for renewal

1. PO2 or saturation
from test results and  

test date

2. Testing conditions

Hand Written
Physician Signature

and Date

3. Patient condition 
at testing

4. Portable

5. Liter flow

6. If greater than 
4 LPM

7-9. If applicable


